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1. GLOBAL HIGHLIGHTS 

EU/Aquaculture: On 23 April 2026, Eurostat reported that EU 

aquaculture production reached 1,0 million tonnes in 2024, valued at 

EUR 4,6 billion, with both volume and value down versus 2023 (-3,7% 

and -3,6%). Production was concentrated in five countries, Spain 

(246.137 tonnes), France (181.434 tonnes), Greece (127.493 tonnes), 

Italy (98.051 tonnes) and Poland (43.554 tonnes), together accounting 

for just over two-thirds of EU output. By volume, mussels (32,8%) led, 

followed by trout (17,2%) and gilthead seabream (10,0%), while by 

value trout (17,9%) ranked first, ahead of seabass (14,5%) and gilthead 

seabream (13,5%).1 

EU/Mediterranean Fisheries: On 5 May 2026, the EU and 

Mediterranean partner countries agreed in Nicosia to continue joint action 

to rebuild Mediterranean fish stocks and to adopt a new MedFish4Ever 

Declaration in 2027, setting priorities for the next decade in fisheries and 

aquaculture. The ministerial meeting reviewed progress since 2017, 

noting that around half of Mediterranean stocks have begun recovering and that science-based management has delivered results 

in areas such as the Adriatic, while more than half of assessed stocks remain overfished. Participants outlined five priorities for the 

next declaration: stronger governance (including tackling illegal fishing and overcapacity), science-led recovery, a fair transition for 

small-scale fisheries and generational renewal, climate resilience, and reinforced regional cooperation anchored in the GFCM.2 

FAO/Trade & Fisheries Subsidies: On 6 May 2026, World Trade Organisation (WTO) members granted FAO observer status in the 

newly established WTO Committee on Fisheries Subsidies, which monitors implementation of the WTO Agreement on Fisheries 

Subsidies (in force since September 2025). The committee will serve as a forum for notifications, transparency and implementation 

discussions, with FAO providing technical support drawing on its expertise in fisheries governance, data, stock assessment, 

monitoring and control, and IUU fishing. 

EU/India Aquaculture Trade: On 15 May 2026, India was included in a revised EU draft list allowing continued exports of 

aquaculture products to the EU market from September 2026, following compliance assurances under EU food-safety and 

antimicrobial-residue requirements (linked to Delegated Regulation (EU) 2023/905). The EU was India’s third-largest seafood 

destination in 2025–26, accounting for 18,94% of export value (EUR 1,37 billion), with export value and volume rising 41,45% and 

38,29% year-on-year; farmed shrimp remained the main product. India reported strengthened residue controls, surveillance, 

traceability and stakeholder training to meet EU standards and support uninterrupted market access.3 

EU/Aquaculture Equipment Market: On 18 May 2026, The European aquaculture equipment market was projected to reach EUR 

7,6 billion in 2026 and EUR 10,18 billion by 2033 (Compound Annual Growth Rate (CAGR) 4.1%). Growth is linked to increasing 

investment in aquaculture infrastructure and technologies such as recirculating aquaculture systems (RAS), automated feeding, 

water treatment/filtration, and monitoring tools, with Northern Europe highlighted as a leading regional market due to established 

salmon farming and advanced infrastructure.4 

EU/Indian Ocean Fisheries: On 18 May 2026, an agreement adopted at the Indian Ocean Tuna Commission (IOTC) meeting in 

Malé (Maldives) introduced a new two-year measure to manage Indian Ocean swordfish, based on a joint EU–Australia proposal. 

The measure sets catch limits for major fishing nations in line with the IOTC total allowable catches established in 2024 using 

scientific advice, providing a predictable framework for 2027–2028. Under the measure, EU fleets received an annual catch limit of 

6.356 tonnes for 2027 and 2028, with relevance for fleets operating from EU outermost regions such as La Réunion and Mayotte.5 

 

 
1 https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/web/products-eurostat-news/w/ddn-20260423-3  
2 https://oceans-and-fisheries.ec.europa.eu/news/eu-and-mediterranean-neighbours-commit-new-declaration-rebuild-fish-stocks-2026-05-05_en 
3 https://www.newsage.in/eu-clears-india-aquaculture-exports-2026/  
4 https://www.openpr.com/news/4517738/europe-aquaculture-equipment-market-to-achieve-us-11-8-billion  
5 https://oceans-and-fisheries.ec.europa.eu/news/eu-helps-forge-future-indian-ocean-swordfish-2026-05-18_en 

© Eurofish International Organisation 

https://www.openpr.com/news/4517738/europe-aquaculture-equipment-market-to-achieve-us-11-8-billion
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2. MACROECONOMIC CONTEXT  

2.1. Marine fuel 

Average prices for marine fuel until 19 June 2026 ranged between 0,80 and 1,03 EUR/litre in ports in France, Italy, Spain and 

the UK. Prices decreased by an average of about 11,5% compared with the previous month and increased by an average of 49,4% 

compared with the same month in 2025.  

Table 1. AVERAGE PRICE OF MARINE DIESEL IN ITALY, FRANCE, SPAIN, AND THE UK (EUR/LITRE) 

Country  19 Jun 2026 Change from May 2026 Change from Jun 2025 

France  
(ports of Lorient and Boulogne) 0,80 -15% 48% 

Italy  
(ports of Ravenna and Livorno) 0,91 -11% 49% 

Spain  
(ports of A Coruña and Vigo) 1,03 -9% 54% 

The UK  
(ports of Grimsby and Aberdeen) 0,86 -12% 46% 

Sources: Chamber of Commerce of Forlì-Cesena, Italy; DPMA, France; MABUX. 

Figure 1. AVERAGE PRICE OF MARINE DIESEL IN ITALY, FRANCE, SPAIN, AND THE UK (EUR/LITRE) 
 

Source: Chamber of Commerce of Forlì-Cesena, Italy; DPMA, France; MABUX. 

2.2. Consumer prices and inflation 

In May 2026 the EU annual inflation rate was 3,3%, up from 3,2% compared to April 2026. A year earlier, the rate was 2,2%. 

Table 2. HIGHEST AND LOWEST INFLATION RATES FOR MAY 2026, COMPARED WITH MAY 2025 

Lowest inflation 

rates 
 Highest inflation rates  

Sweden +1,1% Romania  +9,7% 

Denmark, Czechia +1,8% Bulgaria +6,3% 

  Lithuania +5,1% 

Source: Eurostat. 
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2.3. Annual inflation rate of fish and seafood products in the EU 

Figure 2. ANNUAL RATE OF CHANGE FOR FISH AND SEAFOOD PRODUCTS IN APRIL 2026 (value expressed in 

percentage) 

Source: Eurostat. 

Table 3. HARMONISED INDEX OF CONSUMER PRICES IN THE EU (2025 = 100) 

  
Apr 

2024 

Apr 

2025 

Mar 

2026 

Apr 

2026 

Change 

from 

Mar 2026 

Change 

from  

Apr 2026 

Food and non-alcoholic beverages  96,15 99,73 101,71 102,00 0,3% 2,3% 

Fish and other seafood  97,27 98,98 102,81 103,45 0,6% 4,5% 

Fish, live, fresh, chilled or frozen 97,03 98,89 103,68 104,83 1,1% 6,0% 

Fish, dried, salted, in brine or smoked 95,83 98,26 104,43 104,61 0,2% 6,5% 

Fish preparations 98,60 99,73 101,21 101,54 0,3% 1,8% 

Other seafood, live, fresh, chilled or 
frozen 

97,21 98,92 100,90 100,96 0,1% 2,1% 

Other seafood, dried, salted, in brine or 
smoked 

96,89 90,61 98,53 97,54 -1,0% 7,6% 

Other seafood preparations 96,78 99,48 103,24 103,39 0,1% 3,9% 

Source: Eurostat. 

2.4. Exchange rates 

Table 4. EURO EXCHANGE RATES FOR SELECTED 

CURRENCIES 

Currency 

May 

2024 

May 

2025 

Apr 

2026 

May 

2026 

NOK 11,3830 11,5408 10,9123 10,7735 

GBP 0,8537 0,8412 0,8663 0,8672 

USD 1,0852 1,1339 1,1702 1,1644 

Source: European Central Bank. 
 

In May 2026, the euro appreciated very slightly against the 
British pound sterling (0,1%) and depreciated against the 
Norwegian krone (1,3%) and the US dollar (0,5%), relative 
to the previous month. For the past six months, the euro has 
fluctuated around 1,1720 against the US dollar, 11,2231 
against the Norwegian krone and 0,8695 against the British 
pound sterling. Compared with May 2024, the euro 
appreciated 2,7% against the US dollar and 3,1% against 
the British pound sterling and depreciated 6,6% against the 
Norwegian krone. 
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Figure 3. TREND OF EURO EXCHANGE RATES 

 

Source: European Central Bank. 
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3. FIRST SALES IN EUROPE6 

3.1. Year-to-date comparison of first sales  

Increases in value and volume (Jan - Mar 2026 vs Jan - Mar 2025): Croatia, Estonia, France, Italy, Lithuania, Poland, and Sweden 

recorded increases in both first sales value and volume. The highest increase in volume was observed in France due mainly to 

sardine, scallop and European seabass, while the highest growth in value in Estonia was due to sprat, pike-perch, and herring. 

Decreases in value and volume (Jan - Mar 2026 vs Jan - Mar 2025): Belgium, Bulgaria, Cyprus, Faroe Islands, Finland, Germany, 

Ireland, Latvia, the Netherlands, Portugal, Spain, and Norway recorded decreases in first sales value and volume. Germany and 

Bulgaria stood out with the most significant drop in volume and value in relative terms, due mainly to mackerel and European plaice 

in Germany, and sprat, red mullet and clam in Bulgaria. 

Table 5. JANUARY-OCTOBER OVERVIEW OF FIRST SALES FROM THE REPORTING COUNTRIES  

(volume in tonnes and value in million EUR) * 

 January – March 

2024 

January – March 

2025 

January – March 

2026 

Change from January – 

March 2025 

Country Volume Value Volume Value Volume Value Volume Value 

Belgium 3.928 19,77 3.662 20,33 3.344 18,16 -9% -11% 

Bulgaria 609 0,38 284 0,29 105 0,17 -63% -42% 

Croatia 4.693 8,30 3.319 7,00 4.149 8,43 25% 20% 

Cyprus 72 0,55 77 0,55 62 0,41 -19% -25% 

Denmark 240.067 139,57 196.592 131,46 159.895 132,49 -19% 1% 

Estonia 24.408 11,53 21.446 8,71 27.003 11,02 26% 27% 

Faroe Islands 188.353 107,12 151.561 167,41 113.631 160,71 -25% -4% 

Finland 17.127 6,80 26.696 8,11 22.123 7,97 -17% -2% 

France 50.468 165,17 51.664 186,67 120.508 235,44 133% 26% 

Germany 13.555 15,38 2.411 3,57 475 2,64 -80% -26% 

Ireland 102.618 101,28 124.495 133,22 102.556 108,06 -18% -19% 

Italy 13.364 63,69 11.378 59,32 12.157 63,15 7% 6% 

Latvia 14.863 5,25 14.339 5,85 11.793 5,75 -18% -2% 

Lithuania 49 0,15 34 0,09 38 0,10 10% 13% 

Netherlands 3.928 27,65 4.268 27,99 3.773 24,71 -12% -12% 

Poland 33.898 16,65 27.273 13,20 33.557 15,73 23% 19% 

Portugal 11.972 53,77 12.104 57,01 8.325 44,79 -31% -21% 

Spain 80.820 291,89 77.354 301,18 60.113 261,90 -22% -13% 

Sweden 44.214 28,95 24.221 18,89 29.811 22,00 23% 16% 

Norway 1.023.601 1.032,14 876.224 1.161,69 710.328 1.072,26 -19% -8% 

United Kingdom 108.834 191,68 111.970 217,17 80.724 238,66 -28% 10% 

  Possible discrepancies in % changes are due to rounding. 
* Volumes are reported in net weight for EU Member States, and in live weight equivalent (LWE) for Norway. Prices are reported in EUR/kg (nominal values without VAT). 
For Norway, prices are reported in EUR/kg of live weight. 

 
6 During January–March 2026, 19 EU Member States (MS), Norway and the United Kingdom reported first sales data for 10 commodity groups. First sales data are based 

on sales notes and data collected from auction markets. First sales data analysed in the section “First sales in Europe” are extracted from EUMOFA.  
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The overall value of first sales in the period January - March in 2026 was EUR 962,9 million, a 2% decrease compared to 2025, and 

1% increase compared to 2024. Overall volume was 599.786 tonnes, a stable volume compared to 2025, and an 9% decrease 

compared to 2024.  

Figure 4. ANNUAL OVERVIEW OF TOTAL FIRST SALES VALUE FROM THE REPORTING COUNTRIES6  

(value in million EUR) 

 

 

In the first three months of 2026, monthly first sales value in January and February was lower than in the corresponding months of 

both 2025 and 2024 but increased in March compared with both years. Over the same period in 2026, first sales volume also 

declined in January and February compared with the same months in 2025 and 2024, while in March it increased compared with 

March 2025. 

The decrease in first sales value compared to 2025 was mainly driven by tuna and tuna-like species and cephalopods (-31% and -

16%, respectively), while the first sale increase compared to 2024 was driven by small pelagics (+10%). Similarly, in the same period 

in 2026, the decrease in first sales volume was mainly due to groundfish which fell by 38% in comparison to 2024. Compared with 

2025 first sale volume was stable. 

Figure 5. ANNUAL OVERVIEW OF TOTAL FIRST SALES VOLUME FROM THE REPORTING COUNTRIES  

(volume in 1.000 tonnes) 
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3.2. First sales evolution at commodity group (CG) level7,8 

Bivalves and other molluscs and aquatic invertebrates  

In January-March 2026, first sales value of “Bivalves and other molluscs and aquatic invertebrates” amounted to EUR 81,2 million, 

a 7% increase compared to the same period in 2025. First sales volume reached 31.388 tonnes, a decrease of 6% compared to 

20245 Scallop was the main commercial species driving the increase in value of the commodity group (+24%), while the decrease 

in volume was mainly due to clam and Mussel Mytilus spp (-24% and -35% respectively). 

Figure 6. FIRST SALES VALUE AND VOLUME OF BIVALVES, JAN 2024 – MAR 2026 

  

Table 6. FIRST SALES PRICES OF BIVALVES MAIN COMMERTIAL SPECIES (MCS) (JAN - MAR 2025 AND JAN - MAR 

2026) 

Country 

 

Main Commercial 

Species 

First sales average 

price Jan-Mar 2025 

First sales average 

Price Jan-Mar 2026 

Trend (Jan-Mar 2026 

vs Jan-Mar 2025 %) 

France Scallop 2,04 EUR/kg 2,34 EUR/kg +15% 

Italy Clam 2,68 EUR/kg 2,75 EUR/kg +3% 

Ireland Scallop 2,23 EUR/kg 2,28 EUR/kg +62% 

 

Cephalopods 

In 2026, first sales value of “Cephalopods” totalled EUR 65,3 million, a 16% decrease compared to 2025. First sales volume totalled 

9.102 tonnes, a decrease of 13% compared to 2025. Octopus (-22% and -24%) was the main commercial species driving the driving 

the decrease in first sales value and volume.  

 

 

 

 

 
7 This section explores the evolutionary trends at commodity group level, covering volume, value and price dynamics alongside the composition of the primary species 

since the start of the year. It emphasizes those species that exert the greatest influence in terms of value contribution and explores the trajectory of their price 

fluctuations over time. https://fishery-aquaculture-market-observatory.ec.europa.eu/en/data/metadata  

8 The data analysis in this section (figures and tables) is downloaded from the EUMOFA database and is provided by national sources or collected through their 
related website. https://fishery-aquaculture-market-observatory.ec.europa.eu/en/data/metadata 
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Figure 7. FIRST SALES VALUE AND VOLUME OF CEPHALOPODS, JAN 2024 – MAR 2026 

 

 

 

Table 7. FIRST SALES PRICE OF CEPHALOPODS MCS (JAN - MAR 2025 AND JAN - MAR 2026) 

Country 

 

Main Commercial Species 
First sales average 

price Jan-Mar 2025 

First sales average 

Price Jan-Mar 2026 

Trend (Jan-Mar 2026 vs 

Jan-Mar 2025 %) 

Portugal Octopus 8,72 EUR/kg 8,53 EUR/kg -2% 

Spain Octopus 7,80 EUR/kg 8,59 EUR/kg +10% 

France Squid 9,58 EUR/kg 8,92 EUR/kg -7% 

Crustaceans 

Between January and March 2026, first sales value of “Crustaceans” totalled EUR 102,3 million, a 3% decrease in value compared 

to 2025. First sales volume amounted to 10.730 tonnes, a decrease of 8% compared to 2025. Norway Lobster (-15%) while Norway 

lobster and crab (19% respectively) were the two main products responsible for the decrease in first sales volume. 

Figure 8. FIRST SALES VALUE AND VOLUME OF CRUSTACEANS, JAN 2024 – MAR 2026 

 

Table 8. FIRST SALES PRICE OF CRUSTACEANS MCS (JAN - MAR 2025 AND JAN - MAR 2026) 

Country 

 

Main Commercial 

Species 

First sales average 

price Jan-Mar 2025 

First sales average 

Price Jan-Mar 2026 

Trend (Jan-Mar 2026 vs 

Jan-Mar 2025 %) 

Spain Deep-water rose shrimp 7,27 EUR/kg 5,87 EUR/kg -19% 

Ireland Norway lobster 13,93 EUR/kg 15,10 EUR/kg +8% 

Spain Warmwater shrimp 12,42 EUR/kg 11,41 EUR/kg -8% 
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Flatfish 

In 2026, first sales value of “Flatfish” totalled EUR 89,3 million, a 1% increase compared to 2025. First sales volume amounted to 

10.259 tonnes, a decrease of 19% compared to 2025. Greenland halibut and common sole (+32% and +3% respectively) were the 

main species driving the increase in first sales value while European plaice (−37%), was the main species driving the reduction in 

first sales volume. 

Figure 9. FIRST SALES VALUE AND VOLUME OF FLATFISH, JAN 2024 – MAR 2026 

 

Table 9. FIRST SALES PRICE OF FLATFISH MCS (JAN - MAR 2025 AND JAN - MAR 2026) 

Country 

 

Main Commercial 

Species 

First sales average 

price Jan-Mar 2025 

First sales average 

Price Jan-Mar 2026 

Trend (Jan-Mar 2026 

vs Jan-Mar 2025 %) 

Spain Greenland halibut 6,55 EUR/kg 7,31 EUR/kg +12% 

Italy Common sole 12,03 EUR/kg 13,57 EUR/kg +13% 

Spain Common sole 18,48 EUR/kg 19,40 EUR/kg +5% 

Freshwater fish 

In 2026, first sales value of “Freshwater fish” reached EUR 13,1 million, marking a 1% decrease compared to 2025. First sales 

volume amounted to 611 tonnes, a decrease of 43% compared to 2024. The category “other freshwater fish”9 was the main 

contributor to the decrease in first sales value and volume (-53% and -48% respectively). 

Figure 10. FIRST SALES VALUE AND VOLUME OF FRESHWATER FISH, JAN 2024 – MAR 2026 

 

 

 
9 „Other freshwater fish“ comprises 24 products, and together roach, freshwater bream and European perch represent 92% of first sale value and  88% of first sales 
volume. 
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Table 10. FIRST SALES PRICE OF FRESHWATER FISH MCS (JAN - MAR 2025 AND JAN - MAR 2026) 

Country 

 

Main Commercial 

Species 

First sales average 

price Jan-Mar 2025 

First sales average 

Price Jan-Mar 2026 

Trend (Jan-Mar 2026 

vs Jan-Mar 2025 %) 

Poland Pike-perch 5,27 EUR/kg 5,14 EUR/kg -10% 

Estonia  Other freshwater fish10 1,44 EUR/kg 1,46 EUR/kg +1% 

Germany Other freshwater fish11 1,01 EUR/kg 0,50 EUR/kg -50% 

Groundfish 

In 2026, first sales value of “Groundfish” totalled EUR 170,5 million, a decrease of 3% compared to 2025. First sales volume 

amounted to 133.062 tonnes, a decrease of 27% compared to 2025. Cod and blue whiting (-40% and -8% respectively) were mainly 

responsible for the decrease in first sales value, while blue whiting and hake (-31% and -10%) were mainly responsible for the 

decrease in first sales volume. 

Figure 11. FIRST SALES VALUE AND VOLUME OF GROUNDFISH, JAN 2024 – MAR 2026 

 

 

Table 11. FIRST SALES PRICE OF GROUNDFISH MCS (JAN - MAR 2025 AND JAN - MAR 2026) 

Country 

 

Main Commercial 

Species 

First sales average 

price Jan-Mar 2025 

First sales average 

Price Jan-Mar 2026 

Trend (Jan-Mar 2026 

vs Jan-Mar 2025 %) 

Denmark Blue whiting 0,35 EUR/kg 0,45 EUR/kg +28% 

Spain Hake 4,47 EUR/kg 4,86 EUR/kg +9% 

Denmark Cod 6,09 EUR/kg 7,15 EUR/kg +17% 

Other marine fish12 

In 2026, first sales value of the category “other marine fish” totalled EUR 134,2 million, a decrease of 2% compared to 2025. First 

sales volume amounted to 43.775 tonnes, a decrease of 14% compared to 2025.  Monk (-5%) was the main commercial species 

contributing to the decrease in first sales value, while the category “other marine fish”13 was behind the decrease in first sales 

volume (-18%). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
10 „Other freshwater fish“ in Estonia comprised 12 species of which European perch and freshwater bream accounting together for 88% of total first sales value and 
68% of total first sales volume 
11 „Other freshwater fish“ in Germany comprised 6 species of which roach and freshwater bream nei account together for 75% of total first sales value and 91% of 
total first sales volume 
12 Seventeen Main Commertial Species are included in the Commmodity Group „Other Marine Fish“ with monk representing more than 25% of the total value and 
almost 20% of total volume. 
13 Of the „Other marine fish“ Main Commercial Species (MCS), boarfish and boarfishes nei represent 86% of total first sales volume. 
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Figure 12. FIRST SALES VALUE AND VOLUME OF OTHER MARINE FISH, JAN 2024 – MAR 2026 

 

Table 12. FIRST SALES PRICE OF OTHER MARINE FISH MCS (JAN - MAR 2025 AND JAN - MAR 2026) 

Country 

 

Main Commercial 

Species 

First sales average 

price Jan-Mar 2025 

First sales average 

Price Jan-Mar 2026 

Trend (Jan-Mar 2026 

vs Jan-Mar 2025 %) 

Spain Other sharks14 3,15 EUR/kg 3,26 EUR/kg +4% 

Denmark Other marine fish15 0,41 EUR/kg 0,49 EUR/kg +19% 

Portugal Scabbardfish 4,59 EUR/kg 4,38 EUR/kg -5% 

Salmonids 

In 2026, first sales value of “Salmonids” totalled EUR 133.230, a decrease of 19% compared to 2025, while first sales volume 

amounted to 13.143 kg, a decrease of 14% compared to 2025. Trout (-24% and -12%) was the main species responsible for the 

decrease in first sales value and volume of salmonids.  

Figure 13. FIRST SALES VALUE AND VOLUME OF SALMONIDS, JAN 2024 – MAR 2026 

 

 

Table 13. FIRST SALES PRICE OF SALMONIDS MCS (JAN - MAR 2025 AND JAN - MAR 2026) 

Country 

 

Main Commercial 

Species 

First sales average 

price Jan-Mar 2025 

First sales average 

Price Jan-Mar 2026 

Trend (Jan-Mar 2026 

vs Jan-Mar 2025 %) 

Germany Trout 9,61 EUR/kg 7,56 EUR/kg -21% 

Poland Trout 14,51 EUR/kg 11,49 EUR/kg -21% 

 
14 “Other sharks” MCS in Spain comprises 17 species of which blue shark and shortfin mako represent together 95% of fist sale value and 90% of first sale volume.  
15 „Other marine fish“ MCS in Denmark comprises 10 species in the period analysed of which boarfishes nei represented 98% of the total value and 99% of volume. 
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Small pelagics 

In 2026, first sales value of “Small pelagics” amounted to EUR 272,5 million, an increase of 5% compared to 2025. First sales volume 

amounted to 353.648 tonnes, an increase of 23% compared to 2025. Sardine (+351% and +684%) was the commercial species 

contributing most to the increase in first sales value and volume. 

Figure 14. FIRST SALES VALUE AND VOLUME OF SMALL PELAGICS, JAN 2024 – MAR 2026 

 

Table 14. FIRST SALES PRICE OF SMALL PELAGICS MCS (JAN - MAR 2025 AND JAN - MAR 2026) 

Country 

 

Main Commercial 

Species 

First sales average 

price Jan-Mar 2025 

First sales average 

Price Jan-Mar 2026 

Trend (Jan-Mar 2026 

vs Jan-Mar 2025 %) 

France Sardine 0,81 EUR/kg 0,61 EUR/kg -24% 

Denmark Herring 0,64 EUR/kg 0,75 EUR/kg +17% 

Denmark Sprat 0,46 EUR/kg 0,54 EUR/kg +18% 

Tuna and tuna-like species 

In 2026, first sales value of “Tuna and tuna-like species” totalled EUR 34,3 million, a decrease of 31% compared to 2025. First 

sales volume totalled 6.702 tonnes, a decrease of 46% compared to 2025. Yellowfin tuna (-54% and -54%), and swordfish (-18% 

and -29%) were the main commercial species driving the decrease in first sales value and volume. 

Figure 15. FIRST SALES VALUE AND VOLUME OF TUNA AND TUNA-LIKE SPECIES, JAN 2024 – MAR 2026 

 

Table 15. FIRST SALES PRICE OF TUNA AND TUNA-LIKE SPECIES MCS (JAN - MAR 2025 AND JAN - MAR 2026) 

Country 

 

Main Commercial 

Species 

First sales average 

price Jan-Mar 2025 

First sales average 

Price Jan-Mar 2026 

Trend (Jan-Mar 2026 

vs Jan-Mar 2025 %) 

Spain Yellowfin tuna 2,63 EUR/kg 2,32 EUR/kg -12% 

Spain Swordfish 5,03 EUR/kg 5,80 EUR/kg +15% 

Spain Skipjack tuna 1,63 EUR/kg 1,64 EUR/kg 0 
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3.3. First sales in reporting countries16 

Table 16. FIRST SALES OF THE MAIN COMMERCIAL SPECIES IN BELGIUM 

 

Belgium  

First sales value / 

trend % 

First sales volume 

/ trend % 

Main contributing species  

Jan-Mar 2026 vs 

Jan-Mar 2025 

EUR 18,2 million,  

-11% 

3.344 tonnes,  

-9% 

Squid, cuttlefish, monk, European plaice. 

Mar 2025 vs 

Mar 2024 

EUR 6,1 million,  

-7% 

914 tonnes,  

-8%  

Cuttlefish, monk, common sole, squid. 

Figure 16. FIRST SALES OF THE MAIN COMMERCIAL SPECIES IN BELGIUM, MARCH 2026  

 

Percentages show change from the previous year. 

Table 17. FIRST SALES OF THE MAIN COMMERCIAL SPECIES IN BULGARIA 

 

Bulgaria  

First sales value / 

trend % 

First sales volume / 

trend % 

 

Main contributing species  

Jan-Mar 2026 vs 

Jan-Mar 2025 

EUR 0,2 million,  

-42% 

105 tonnes,  

-63% 

Sprat, red mullet, clam. 

Mar 2025 vs 

Mar 2024 

EUR 0,1 million,  

-47% 

105 tonnes, 

-63%  

Sprat, red mullet, clam. 

Figure 17. FIRST SALES OF THE MAIN COMMERCIAL SPECIES IN BULGARIA, MARCH 2026  

 

Percentages show change from the previous year. *EUMOFA aggregation for species.17  

 
16 First sales data updated on 26. 5. 2026. This section covers all countries for which data are available on the date of extraction from the EUMOFA database and 
analysis. 
17 Metadata 2, Annex 3: https://fishery-aquaculture-market-observatory.ec.europa.eu/en/data/metadata  

https://fishery-aquaculture-market-observatory.ec.europa.eu/en/data/metadata
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Table 18. FIRST SALES OF THE MAIN COMMERCIAL SPECIES IN CROATIA   

 

Croatia  

First sales value / 

trend % 

First sales volume 

/ trend % 

Main contributing species 

Jan-Mar 2026 vs 

Jan-Mar 2025 

EUR 8,4 million,  

+20% 

4.149 tonnes,  

+25% 

Sardine, John dory, octopus, mackerel. 

Mar 2025 vs 

Mar 2024 

EUR 4,2 million,  

+37% 

2.197 tonnes,  

+37%  

Sardine, hake, John dory, Gilthead seabream. 

Figure 18. FIRST SALES OF THE MAIN COMMERCIAL SPECIES IN CROATIA, MARCH 2026  

 

Percentages show change from the previous year.   

Table 19. FIRST SALES OF THE MAIN COMMERCIAL SPECIES IN CYPRUS  

 

Cyprus 

First sales value / 

trend % 

First sales volume 

/ trend % 

Main contributing species 

Jan-Mar 2026 vs 

Jan-Mar 2025 

EUR 0,4 million,  

-25% 

62 tonnes,  

-19% 

Other marine fish*, red mullet, Other seabream*, squid.  

Mar 2025 vs 

Mar 2024 

EUR 0,2 million,  

-9% 

30 tonnes,  

-4%  

Red mullet, picarel, squid, hake. 

Figure 19. FIRST SALES OF THE MAIN COMMERCIAL SPECIES IN CYPRUS, MARCH 2026   

 

Percentages show change from the previous year. *EUMOFA aggregation for species.  
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Table 20. FIRST SALES OF THE MAIN COMMERCIAL SPECIES IN DENMARK  

 
Denmark 

 

First sales value / 

trend % 

 

First sales volume / 

trend % 

 

Main contributing species 

Jan-Mar 2026 vs 

Jan-Mar 2025 

EUR 132,5 million,  

+1% 

159.895 tonnes,  

-19% 
Value: herring, sprat, saithe. 

Volume: blue whiting, Other marine fish*, mackerel. 

Mar 2025 vs 

Mar 2024 

EUR 42,3 million,  

-10% 

49.567 tonnes,  

-46% 

Blue whiting, Norway lobster, clam, European plaice. 

Percentages show change from the previous year. *EUMOFA aggregation for species. 

Figure 20. FIRST SALES OF THE MAIN COMMERCIAL SPECIES IN DENMARK, MARCH 2026  

 

Percentages show change from the previous year.  

Table 21. FIRST SALES OF THE MAIN COMMERCIAL SPECIES IN ESTONIA 

 

Estonia 

First sales 

value / trend % 

First sales  

volume / trend % 

Main contributing species 

Jan-Mar 2026 vs 

Jan-Mar 2025 

EUR 11,0 million, 

+27% 

27.003, tonnes,  

+26% 

Sprat, pike-perch, herring, herring. 

Mar 2025 vs 

Mar 2024 

EUR 4,4 million,  

+59% 

10.741 tonnes,  

+70%  

Sprat, herring, trout, Other freshwater fish*. 

Percentages show change from the previous year. *EUMOFA aggregation for species. 

Figure 21. FIRST SALES OF THE MAIN COMMERCIAL SPECIES IN ESTONIA, MARCH 2026  

 

Percentages show change from the previous year.   
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Table 22. FIRST SALES OF THE MAIN COMMERCIAL SPECIES IN THE FAROES ISLANDS 

 
The Faroe 

Islands 

First sales 

value / trend 

% 

First sales 

volume  

/ trend % 

Main contributing species Notes 

Jan-Mar 2026 

vs 

Jan-Mar 2025 

EUR 160,7 

million, -4% 

113.631 tonnes,  

-25% 

Cod, blue whiting, mackerel. In March 2026, cod first sales recorded a 

substantial year-on-year decline, with value 

decreasing by 74% and volume by 70% 

compared to March 2025. The main driver was 
the absence of landings from Faroese factory 

trawlers operating in the Barents Sea, which 

had landed 1.289 tonnes of cod in March 

2025. As a result, monthly cod trends were 

largely determined by the landing patterns of 

these large factory trawlers. 

Mar 2025 vs 

Mar 2024 

EUR 19,7 

million, -68% 

6.576 tonnes, 

-87%  

Cod, blue whiting, Miscellaneous 

small pelagics, saithe. 

Figure 22. FIRST SALES OF THE MAIN COMMERCIAL SPECIES IN FRANCE, MARCH 2026 

 

 

Table 23. FIRST SALES OF THE MAIN COMMERCIAL SPECIES IN FINLAND 

 
Finland 

First sales 

value / trend % 

First sales  

volume / trend % 

Main contributing species 

Jan-Mar 2026 vs 

Jan-Mar 2025 

EUR 8,0 million, 

-2% 

22.123 tonnes,  

-17% 

Herring. 

Mar 2025 vs 

Mar 2024 

EUR 3,3 million, 

+4% 

9.042 tonnes,  

+5% 

Herring, sprat. 

Figure 23. FIRST SALES OF THE MAIN COMMERCIAL SPECIES IN FINLAND, MARCH 2026  

 

Percentages show change from the previous year.  
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Table 24. FIRST SALES OF THE MAIN COMMERCIAL SPECIES IN FRANCE 

 

France 

First sales value / 

trend % 

First sales volume  

/ trend % 

Main contributing species 

Jan-Mar 2026 

vs 

Jan-Mar 2025 

EUR 235,4 million, 

+26% 

120.508 tonnes,  

+133% 

Sardine, scallop, European seabass, herring. 

 

Mar 2025 vs 

Mar 2024 

EUR 109,6 million,  

+75% 

88.372 tonnes, 

+378% 

Other marine fish*, scallop, hake, eel. 

Figure 24. FIRST SALES OF THE MAIN COMMERCIAL SPECIES IN FRANCE, MARCH 2026  

 

Percentages show change from the previous year.  *EUMOFA aggregation for species 

Table 25. FIRST SALES OF THE MAIN COMMERCIAL SPECIES IN GERMANY 

 

Germany 

First sales value / 

trend % 

First sales volume 

/ trend % 

Main contributing species 

Jan-Mar 2026 vs 

Jan-Mar 2025 

EUR 2,6 million,  
-26% 

474 tonnes, 
-80%  

Mackerel, European plaice, Other freshwater fish*, European flounder. 

Mar 2025 vs 

Mar 2024 

EUR 1,3 million,  

+44% 

211,4 tonnes,  

-29% 
Value: Shrimp Crangon spp. 

Volume: Other freshwater fish*, European plaice, Herring. 

Figure 25. FIRST SALES OF THE MAIN COMMERCIAL SPECIES IN GERMANY, MARCH 2026  

 

Percentages show change from the previous year.  
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Table 26. FIRST SALES OF THE MAIN COMMERCIAL SPECIES IN IRELAND 

 
Ireland 

First sales 

value / trend 

% 

First sales 

volume / trend 

% 

Main 

contributing 

species 

Notes 

Jan-Mar 2026 

vs 

Jan-Mar 2025 

EUR 108,1 

million,  

-19% 

102.556 tonnes, 

-18%  

Mackerel, Atlantic 

horse mackerel, 

Norway lobster, 

sprat. 

In March 2026, mackerel first sales declined sharply, with 

value decreasing by 92% and volume by 93% compared to 

March 2025. The drop was primarily driven by substantially 

lower fishing opportunities, resulting in a 77% reduction in the 

overall North Sea mackerel quota. The decline also reflects 
the quota-sharing agreement reached in December 2025 

between the UK, Norway, Iceland and the Faroe Islands. After 

several years of catches exceeding scientific advice, the stock 

is considered overexploited, prompting stricter measures and 

significantly lower catches in early 2026.18 

Mar 2025 vs 

Mar 2024 

EUR 30,1 

million,  
-23% 

44.703 tonnes,  

-21% 

Mackerel, Atlantic 

horse mackerel, 
Norway lobster, 

Other marine 

fish*. 

Figure 26. FIRST SALES OF THE MAIN COMMERCIAL SPECIES IN IRELAND, MARCH 2026  

 

Percentages show change from the previous year.  

Table 27. FIRST SALES OF THE MAIN COMMERCIAL SPECIES IN ITALY 

 

Italy 

First sales 

value / trend % 

First sales 

volume / trend % 

Main contributing species 

Jan-Mar 2026 vs 

Jan-Mar 2025 

EUR 63,1 million, 

+6% 

12.157 tonnes,  

+7% 

Miscellaneous shrimps*, sardine, clam, cuttlefish, Other marine fish*. 

Mar 2025 vs 

Mar 2024 

EUR 23,6 million,  
+10% 

4.481tonnes, 
+16% 

Miscellaneous shrimps*, clam, common sole, sardine. 

Figure 27. FIRST SALES OF THE MAIN COMMERCIAL SPECIES IN ITALY, MARCH 2026 

 

Percentages show change from the previous year. *EUMOFA aggregation for species 

 
18 https://oceans-and-fisheries.ec.europa.eu/news/commission-concerned-about-mackerel-arrangement-between-uk-norway-iceland-and-faroe-islands-2025-12-
23_en;  ICES Advice 2025 – mac.27.nea – https://doi.org/10.17895/ices.advice.27202689 

https://oceans-and-fisheries.ec.europa.eu/news/commission-concerned-about-mackerel-arrangement-between-uk-norway-iceland-and-faroe-islands-2025-12-23_en
https://oceans-and-fisheries.ec.europa.eu/news/commission-concerned-about-mackerel-arrangement-between-uk-norway-iceland-and-faroe-islands-2025-12-23_en
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Table 28. FIRST SALES OF THE MAIN COMMERCIAL SPECIES IN LATVIA 

 

Latvia 

First sales  

value / trend % 

First sales  

volume / trend % 

Main contributing species 

Jan-Mar 2026 vs 

Jan-Mar 2025 

EUR 5,8 million, 

-2% 

11.793 tonnes,  

-18% 

Herring,  Other marine fish*, Other groundfish, smelt. 

Mar 2025 vs 

Mar 2024 

EUR 2,7 million,  

+41% 

6.059 tonnes, 

+27% 

Sprat, herring, European flounder. 

Figure 28. FIRST SALES OF THE MAIN COMMERCIAL SPECIES IN LATVIA, MARCH 2026 

 

Percentages show change from the previous year. *EUMOFA aggregation for species. 

Table 29. FIRST SALES OF THE MAIN COMMERCIAL SPECIES IN LITHUANIA  

 

Lithuania 

First sales  

value / trend % 

First sales  

volume/ trend % 

Main contributing species 

Jan-Mar 2026 vs 

Jan-Mar 2025 

EUR 0,1 million, 

+13% 

38 tonnes,  

+10% 

Smelt, herring, trout. 

Mar 2025 vs 

Mar 2024 

EUR 0,02 million,  

+21% 

25 tonnes, 

+35% 

Herring, trout, Other freshwater fish*. 

Figure 29. FIRST SALES OF THE MAIN COMMERCIAL SPECIES IN LITHUANIA, MARCH 2026  

 

Percentages show change from the previous year. *EUMOFA aggregation for species 
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Table 30. FIRST SALES OF THE MAIN COMMERCIAL SPECIES IN THE NETHERLANDS 

 

The Netherlands 

First sales  

value / trend % 

First sales  

volume / trend % 

Main contributing species 

Jan-Mar 2026 vs 

Jan-Mar 2025 

EUR 24,7 million, 

-12% 

3.773 tonnes,  

-12% 

Shrimp Crangon spp., squid, common sole, Norway lobster, European 

plaice. 

Mar 2025 vs 

Mar 2024 

EUR 7,3 million,  

-13% 

1.062 tonnes, 

-9% 

Common sole, Norway lobster, turbot, brill. 

Figure 30. FIRST SALES OF THE MAIN COMMERCIAL SPECIES IN THE NETHERLANDS, MARCH 2026 

 

Percentages show change from the previous year.  

Table 31. FIRST SALES OF THE MAIN COMMERCIAL SPECIES IN POLAND 

find 

Poland 

First sales  

value / trend % 

First sales volume 

/ trend % 

Main contributing species 

Jan-Mar 2026 vs 

Jan-Mar 2025 

EUR 15,7 million,  

+19% 

33.557 tonnes,  

+23% 

Sprat, herring. 

Mar 2025 vs 

Mar 2024 

EUR 8,5 million, 

+38 % 

18.521 tonnes, 

+39% 

Sprat, herring,  

Main offset MCS: European flounder, Other freshwater fish*. 

Figure 31. FIRST SALES OF THE MAIN COMMERCIAL SPECIES IN POLAND, MARCH 2026  

 

Percentages show change from the previous year. *EUMOFA aggregation for species 

 



European Market Observatory for 
Fisheries and Aquaculture Products 

MONTHLY HIGHLIGHTS | NO.6/2026 

FIRST SALES IN EUROPE  

 

  

22 

500

1.000

1.500

2.000

200

400

600

800

Atlantic horse mackerel Miscellaneous shrimps* Deep-water rose shrimp* Mackerel
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+51%

+88%

+114%

+99%

+69%
+38%

+117%

+35%

2.000

4.000

6.000

8.000

500

1.000

1.500

2.000

2.500

Mackerel Yellowfin tuna Skipjack tuna Redfish

Volume (tonnes) Value (EUR 1.000)

-84%
-70%

-39%
-48%

-96% -97%

-54%
-55%

Table 32. FIRST SALES OF THE MAIN COMMERCIAL SPECIES IN PORTUGAL 

 

Portugal 

First sales  

value / trend % 

First sales volume 

/ trend % 

Main contributing species 

Jan-Mar 2026 vs 

Jan-Mar 2025 

EUR 44,8 million,  

-21% 

8.325 tonnes,  

-31% 

Anchovy, octopus, clam, scabbardfish. 

Mar 2025 vs 

Mar 2024 

EUR 20,4 million,  

+20% 

3.725 tonnes, 

+20% 

Atlantic horse mackerel, Miscellaneous shrimps*, deep-water rose 

shrimp, macerel. 

Figure 32. FIRST SALES OF THE MAIN COMMERCIAL SPECIES IN PORTUGAL, MARCH 2026   

 

Percentages show change from the previous year. 

Table 33. FIRST SALES OF THE MAIN COMMERCIAL SPECIES IN SPAIN 

 

Spain 

First sales  

value / trend % 

First sales 

volume / trend 

% 

Main contributing species 

Jan-Mar 2026 vs 

Jan-Mar 2025 

EUR 261,9 million, 

-13% 

60.113 tonnes, 

-22% 

Mackerel, Yellowfin tuna, swordfish, hake.  

Mar 2025 vs 

Mar 2024 

EUR 114,0 million  
-7% 

30.023 tonnes, 
-22% 

Mackerel, yellowfish tuna, skipjack tuna, redfish. 

Figure 33. FIRST SALES OF THE MAIN COMMERCIAL SPECIES IN SPAIN, MARCH 2026 

 

Percentages show change from the previous year. *EUMOFA aggregation for species 
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+143% +201% 
+1% +42%

+48%

+157%

+24%
+51%
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Crab Blue whiting Haddock Cod

Volume (tonnes) Value (EUR 1.000)

-24% -67%

-57%

-44%

-28%

-6%

-30%-35%

Table 34. FIRST SALES OF THE MAIN COMMERCIAL SPECIES IN SWEDEN 

 

Sweden 

First sales value / 

trend % 

First sales 

volume / trend 

% 

Main contributing species 

Jan-Mar 2026 vs 

Jan-Mar 2025 

EUR 22,0 million, 

+16% 

29.811 tonnes, 

+23% 

Herring, sprat, saithe, haddock. 

Mar 2025 vs 

Mar 2024 

EUR 7,8 million,  

+42% 

10.116 tonnes, 

+37% 

Sprat, herring, saithe, cod. 

Figure 34. FIRST SALES OF THE MAIN COMMERCIAL SPECIES IN SWEDEN, MARCH 2026 

 

Percentages show change from the previous year. *EUMOFA aggregation for species. 

Table 35. FIRST SALES OF THE MAIN COMMERCIAL SPECIES IN NORWAY 

 

Norway 

First sales  

value / trend % 

First sales volume 

/ trend % 

Main contributing species 

Jan-Mar 2026 vs 

Jan-Mar 2025 

EUR 1,1 billion, 

-8% 

710.328 tonnes,  

-19% 

Crab, mackerel, blue whiting, saithe. 

Mar 2025 vs 

Mar 2024 

EUR 394,8 million  
-18% 

198.971 tonnes, 
-45% 

Crab, blue whiting, haddock, cod.  

Figure 35. FIRST SALES OF THE MAIN COMMERCIAL SPECIES IN NORWAY, MARCH 2026  

 

Percentages show change from the previous year.  *EUMOFA aggregation for species. 
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Table 36. FIRST SALES OF THE MAIN COMMERCIAL SPECIES IN THE UNITED KINGDOM 

 

The United Kingdom 

First sales  

value / trend % 

First sales 

volume / trend 

% 

Main contributing species 

Jan-Mar 2026 vs 

Jan-Mar 2025 

EUR 238,7 million, 

+10% 

80.724 tonnes,  

-28% 
Value: mackerel, haddock, scallop.  

Volume: mackerel, blue whiting, Norway lobster. 

Mar 2025 vs 

Mar 2024 

EUR 43,9 million  

-15% 

22.909 tonnes, 

-36% 

Norway lobster, mackerel, blue whiting, monk. 

Figure 36. FIRST SALES OF THE MAIN COMMERCIAL SPECIES IN THE UNITED KINGDOM, MARCH 2026 

 

Percentages show change from the previous year.  
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4. EXTRA-EU IMPORTS  

From January to March 2026, the value of extra-EU imports decreased by 3% compared to the same period in 2025, while volume 

decreased by 2%. The MCSs contributing most to the decrease in import values were skipjack tuna (-28%) and warmwater shrimps 

(-14%) and skipjack tuna (-17%), and fish oil (-22%) contributed most to the increase in volume. 

Increases in value and volume: Austria, Bulgaria, Cyprus, Czechia, Denmark, Germany, Greece, Lithuania, Poland and Sweden 

recorded an increase in extra-EU imports in both value and volume. The most significant increases in value and volume in absolute 

terms were recorded in Lithuania driven by an increase in mackerel (+123% and 43%), surimi (+34% and %) and salmon (+80% 

and 73%).   

Decreases in value and volume: Belgium, Croatia, Estonia, Finland, France, Italy, Latvia, Luxemburg, Portugal, Romania, Slovenia, 

Spain and Slovakia recorded decreases in extra-EU imports in value and volume. Croatia recorded the largest decline in absolute 

terms in both value and volume, driven mainly by a fall in salmon imports by value (-90%), and in imports of other marine fish and 

sardine by volume (-90% and -79%, respectively). 

Table 36. JANUARY - MARCH OVERVIEW OF EXTRA-EU IMPORTS AT EU LEVEL DISAGGREGATED PER MS 

(volume in tonnes and value in million EUR)19 

 January - March  

 2025 

January - March 

2026 

Change from January - March 2025 

Country Volume Value Price Volume Value Price Volume Value Price 

Austria 2.306  15,3 6,65 2.432  16,6 6,84 5% 8% 3% 

Belgium 37.145  251,8 6,78 29.479  186,7 6,33 -21% -26% -7% 

Bulgaria 3.591  9,8 2,74 3.992  11,0 2,75 11% 12% 0 

Croatia 3.276  10,0 3,06 1.632  5,9 3,62 -50% -41% 18% 

Cyprus 2.229  14,3 6,39 2.631  15,1 5,75 18% 6% -10% 

Czechia 4.849  22,2 4,59 5.079  24,3 4,78 5% 9% 4% 

Denmark 212.832  749,7 3,52 216.556  815,4 3,77 2% 9% 7% 

Estonia 2.633  15,0 5,71 2.164  12,4 5,72 -18% -18% 0 

Finland 9.227  67,6 7,32 8.992  63,5 7,06 -3% -6% -4% 

France 142.632  749,7 5,26 134.991  685,8 5,08 -5% -9% -3% 

Germany 106.386  479,0 4,50 121.141  516,3 4,26 14% 8% -5% 

Greece 33.935  149,9 4,42 35.119  153,4 4,37 3% 2% -1% 

Hungary 682  3,0 4,44 681  2,8 4,17 0% -6% -6% 

Ireland 111.892  70,1 0,63 103.690  96,8 0,93 -7% 38% 49% 

Italy 121.378  749,9 6,18 119.546  704,8 5,90 -2% -6% -5% 

Latvia 6.792  18,4 2,71 5.905  16,5 2,80 -13% -10% 3% 

Lithuania 11.569  34,9 3,02 13.543  47,1 3,48 17% 35% 15% 

Luxembourg20 1  0,1 234,53 0  0,0 187,89 -91% -93% -20% 

Malta 595  2,3 3,81 699  1,9 2,68 17% -17% -30% 

Poland 66.791  281,9 4,22 67.372  295,7 4,39 1% 5% 4% 

Portugal 46.495  217,5 4,68 42.879  191,2 4,46 -8% -12% -5% 

Romania 6.257  28,2 4,50 4.851  23,1 4,76 -22% -18% 6% 

 
19 During January -March 2026, the 27 EU Member States (MS), reported import data for 12 commodity groups. Extra-EU imports are goods recorded by Member 
States when they enter the territory of the EU where transit is not included. 
20 Luxembourg imports values and volumes are shown separately, as the large unit of measurement used for the rest of the countries analysed does not reflect the 
real values: Jan-Mar 2025: First sales volume = 613 kg; first sales value = 143.765 EUR - Jan -Mar 2026: First sales volume = 57 kg; first sales value 10.710.   
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 January - March  

 2025 

January - March 

2026 

Change from January - March 2025 

Country Volume Value Price Volume Value Price Volume Value Price 

Slovakia 1.982  6,5 3,27 2.104  6,5 3,08 6% 0 -6% 

Slovenia 1.482  6,9 4,65 1.366  5,6 4,10 -8% -19% -12% 

Spain 305.294  1642,9 5,38 280.799  1429,3 5,09 -8% -13% -5% 

Sweden 162.758  1260,6 7,75 169.455  1290,6 7,62 4% 2% -2% 

EU-27 1.405.007  6857,7 4,88 1.377.097  6618,3 4,81 -2% -3% -2% 

Source: EUMOFA elaboration of Eurostat COMEXT 

Increases in value and volume: Only small pelagics recorded an increase in both value and volume of extra-EU imports, with 

herring (+16% and +39%) driving the increase.  

Decreases in value and volume: cephalopods, crustaceans, freshwater fish, other marine fish, and tuna and tuna-like species 

were the commodity group recording a decline in both value and volume of extra-EU imports. Tuna and tuna-like species recorded 

the largest decline attributed to skipjack tuna (-28% and -17%).  

Table 37. JANUARY – MARCH OVERVIEW OF EXTRA-EU IMPORTS AT EU LEVEL DISAGGREGATED PER CG 

(volume in tonnes and value in million EUR)  

 January - March 

2025 

January - March 

2026 

Change from January – March 2026  

Commodity group Value Volume Pric

e 

Value Volume Pric

e 

Value Volume Price MCS 

Bivalves 152,2 35.100 4,34 151,6 30.322 5,00 0 -14% 15% Clam, other 
mussel. 

Cephalopods 870,5 127.19
3 
6,84 813,8 123.32

8 
6,60 -7% -3% -4% Octopus, 

other 
cephalopods. 

Crustaceans 993,5 138.09
5 
7,19 937,0 136.52

2 
6,86 -6% -1% -5% Coldwater 

shrimp, 
miscellaneou
s shrimp. 

Flatfish 86,8 14.974 5,80 95,6 14.430 6,62 10% -4% 14% Greenland 
halibut. 

Freshwater fish 131,5 31.816 4,13 109,8 29.939 3,67 -16% -6% -11% Tilapia, 
freshwater 
catfish. 

Groundfish 908,3 248.88
8 
3,65 959,1 245.37

9 
3,91 6% -1% 7% Blue whiting, 

cod. 

Other marine fish 382,3 63.253 6,04 377,4 58.670 6,43 -1% -7% 6% Other marine 
fish, monk. 

Salmonids 1.812,
9 
213.23

1 
8,50 1.821,

7 
227.01

8 
8,02 0 6% -6% Salmon. 

Small pelagics 251,2 88.566 2,84 279,4 103.17
9 
2,71 11% 16% -5% Herring, 

mackerel. 

Tuna and tuna-like 
species 

930,4 192.96
7 
4,82 723,0 167.37

3 
4,32 -22% -13% -10% Skipjack tuna, 

miscellaneou
s tuna. 

Source: EUMOFA elaboration of Eurostat COMEXT 
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4.1. Extra EU imports of small pelagics in EU Member States 

In January – March 2026, extra-EU imports of small pelagics accounted for a total value of EUR 279,4 million and a total volume of 

103.178 tonnes, marking a 11% increase in value and 16% increase in volume compared to the same period in 2025. 

Figure 37. EXTRA-EU IMPORT VALUE AND VOLUME OF SMALL PELAGICS, APR 2024 – MAR 2026 (volume in tonnes and 

value in million EUR)  

 

 

 

Source: EUMOFA elaboration of Eurostat COMEXT 

Extra-EU imports of small pelagics peak between October/November and January, both in terms of value and volume, while lowest 

drops are in April. 

Between January and March 2026, Denmark, Poland, and Spain were the EU’s main importers of small pelagics. Together they 

accounted for 59% of total extra-EU import volumes of small pelagics, with Denmark representing 23%, Poland 21% and Spain 15% 

of the total impot volume. 

Table 38. MAIN IMPORTERS OF EXTRA-EU PRODUCTS FOR SMALL PELAGICS  

 

EU MS 

Value (million EUR) Volume (tonnes) Main commercial species  

Jan–Mar 

2025 

Jan-Mar 

2026 

Trend (%) Jan–Mar 

2025 

Jan-Mar 

2026 

Trend (%) 

Denmark 19,2 29,5 54% 12.469 24.185 94% Herring 

Poland 56,2 56,4 0 25.108 21.776 -13% Herring 

Spain 41,4 52,0 26% 8.357 15.090 81% Anchovy 
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4.2. Extra-EU imports of herring in the EU Member States  

In terms of value, herring was the main imported species within the “small pelagics” commodity group, accounting for 36% of the 

total value, followed by mackerel with 27%.  

The price analysis below focuses on the main EU importers of herring from non-EU countries, namely Poland, Sweden and Denmark. 

Figure 38. EXTRA-EU IMPORT PRICE OF HERRING IN POLAND, SWEDEN AND DENMARK (APR 2023 – MAR 2026) 

 

 

Between April 2023 and March 2026, the price of herring fluctuated and increased in two of countries analysed: Poland (+10%), and 

Sweden (+11%). Between January and March 2026, the volume of herring imported to Denmark was 22.533 tonnes, 144% more 

compared with the same period in 2025, while the price decreased by 17%. Most imports by volume came from Norway (76%), 

followed by Faroe Islands (24%). 

During the same period, 14.410 tonnes of herring were imported to Poland, 22% less compared to 2025, with a price increase of 

2% compared to 2025. Norway accounted for 56% of the total imported volume of herring in 2026, followed by Iceland with 34%. 

In Sweden, 10.433 tonnes of herring were imported in 2026, of which 90% came from Norway and 7% from Iceland. Import volumes 

increased by 25% while prices kept stable. 

In the three countries, imports showed similar behaviour: in Denmark, import volumes peaked in October-November and January; in 

Poland and Sweden import volumes peaked in November and January. 

Figure 39. EXTRA-EU IMPORT UNIT VALUE AND VOLUME OF HERRING IN DENMARK, APR 2023 – MAR 2026 (volume in 

tonnes, price in EUR/kg) 
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Figure 40. EXTRA-EU IMPORT UNIT VALUE AND VOLUME OF HERRING IN POLAND, APR 2023 – MAR 2026 (volume in 

tonnes and price in EUR/kg) 

 

 

 

 

Figure 41. EXTRA-EU IMPORT UNIT VALUE AND VOLUME OF HERRING IN SWEDEN, APR 2023 – MAR 2026 (volume in 

tonnes and price in EUR/kg) 
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4.3. Extra-EU imports of herring by origin  

Between January and March 2026, EU imports of herring21 recorded an increasing trend in volume (+39%) and in value (+16%) 

compared with the same period in 2025. In 2026, the EU imported 61.505 tonnes of herring for a value of EUR 99,7 million. The 

main extra-EU countries supplying herring to the EU in 2025 were Norway (70%), followed by Iceland (12%), Faroe Islands (11%) 

and the United Kingdom (6%). Compared to the same period in 2025, imports increased from most of these countries, except Belarus 

(-9%), and Canada (-91%). Over the same period, imports increased from Norway (+28%), Faroe Islands (+477%), the United 

Kingdom (+16%) and Ukraine (+264%). 

Table 39. EXTRA-EU IMPORTS OF HERRING BY ORIGIN IN 2026 (value in million EUR and volume in tonnes) 

 Country Jan – Mar 2024 Jan – Mar 2025 Jan – Mar 2026 Jan – Mar 2026/2025 

  Value Volume Value Volume Value Volume Value Volume 

Norway 56,0 33.531 64,4 33.290 67,2 42.769 4% 28% 

Iceland 11,2 6.140 11,8 6.030 16,6 7.588 40% 26% 

Faroe 
Islands 

3,3 2.204 2,2 1.207 7,7 6.970 256% 477% 

United 
Kingdom 

4,0 2.871 6,5 3.429 7,4 3.975 14% 16% 

Others 1,1 482 1,0 285 0,9 202 -9% -29% 

Total 75,6 45.229 85,9 44.241 99,7 61.505 16% 39% 

 
 

 

 

 

 
21 03024100 - Fresh or chilled herring "Clupea harengus, clupea pallasii" 

03035100 - Frozen herrings "Clupea harengus, Clupea pallasii" 

03045950 - Fresh or chilled flaps of herring 

03048600 - Frozen fillets of herring "Clupea harengus, Clupea pallasii" 

03049923 - Frozen meat "whether or not minced" of herring "Clupea harengus, Clupea pallasii" (excl. fillets) 

03054200 - Smoked herring "Clupea harengus, Clupea pallasii", incl. fillets (excl. offal) 

03055430 - Dried herrings "Clupea harengus, Clupea pallasii", even salted but not smoked (excl. fillets and offal) 

03056100 - Herring (Clupea harengus, Clupea pallasii), only salted or in brine (excl. fillets and offal) 

16041210 - Fillets of herring, raw, merely coated with butter or breadcrumbs, whether or not pre-fried in oil, frozen 

16041291 - Herrings, prepared or preserved, whole or in pieces, in airtight containers (excl. minced herrings and herring fillets, raw, merely coated with batter or 

breadcrumbs, whether or not pre-fried in oil, frozen) 

16041299 - Herrings, prepared or preserved, whole or in pieces (excl. minced herrings and herring fillets, raw, merely coated with batter or breadcrumbs, whether or not 

pre-fried in oil, frozen and in airtight containers) 
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5. CONSUMPTION 

5.1. Household consumption in the EU 

Data analysed in the section “Consumption” are extracted from EUMOFA, as collected from Europanel22. They cover the consumption 

of fresh fishery and aquaculture products in a selection of EU Member States.  

Compared with March 2025, household consumption of fresh fishery and aquaculture products in March 2026 increased in both 

volume and value in Germany, the Netherlands, Portugal and Sweden. In contrast, France, Hungary, Ireland, Italy and Spain recorded 

decreases in both value and volume. Denmark registered decreases in volume and increases in value, while Poland recorded a 

decrease in volume. 

The most notable increases are in Sweden and the Netherlands where consumption increased in volume by 51% and 12% 

respectively and in value by 32% and 11% respectively compared to 2024. Ireland and France recorded the most notable decrease 

in volume -27% and -17% respectively and in value -17% and -11% respectively. 

Table 40. MONTHLY OVERVIEW OF THE REPORTING COUNTRIES (volume in tonnes and value in million EUR) 

 
22 Last update: 20.05.2026. 

Country 

Per capita 

consumption 

2023* 

(live weight 

equivalent, 

LWE) 

kg/capita/year 

March 2024 March 2025 March 2026 

Change from  

March 2025 to 

March 2026 

Volume Value Volume  Value Volume Value Volume Value 

Denmark* 20,00-25,00  1.131 23,80 1.174 22,30 1.130 23,91 -4% 7% 

France 32,14 15.787 220,37 14.378 213,10 11.959 190,22 -17% -11% 

Germany 12,08 6.227 114,86 5.202 95,63 5.636 101,13 8% 6% 

Hungary 5,83 387 3,41 281 2,82 254 2,59 -9% -8% 

Ireland* 20,00 1.117 20,11 1.165 20,52 855 17,13 -27% -17% 

Italy 30,38 21.348 271,93 21.498 299,93 20.463 287,13 -5% -4% 

Netherlands* 19,90 2.998 64,29 2.502 52,69 2.794 58,72 12% 11% 

Poland 13,67 4.375 49,07 4.279 49,85 3.665 49,71 -14% 0% 

Portugal 53,61 4.464 37,78 4.092 36,46 4.396 42,99 7% 18% 

Spain 40,68 37.926 383,92 36.759 385,44 33.722 369,90 -8% -4% 

Sweden 10,00 977 14,89 433 7,47 654 9,90 51% 32% 

* The methodologies for estimating apparent consumption at EU and Member State levels are different, the first based on data and estimates, the latter also requiring 
the adjustment of abnormal trends due to the higher impact of stock changes. Where EUMOFA estimations on per capita apparent consumption continued to show high 
annual volatility even with these adjustments, national contact points were contacted to confirm these estimates or to provide their own figures. These are marked with 
a * in the Table above: Hungary: Institute of Agricultural Economics; Netherlands: Dutch Fish Marketing; Poland: Institute of Agricultural and Food Economics - National 
Research Institute; Denmark: the Danish Fisheries Agency could not provide any estimates but, according to estimates made by the University of Copenhagen for the 
latest years, per capita apparent consumption has been between 20,00-25,00 kg LWE; Ireland: the Sea Fisheries Protection Authority could not provide estimates, but 
EUMOFA has estimated that the average per capita apparent consumption over the last three years has been around 20,00 kg LWE; Sweden: the Swedish Board of 
Agriculture could not provide estimates but as reported by the Swedish research institute RISE, the consumption in 2023 was 10 kg LWE/per person per year or 1,6 
portions person per week.  
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5.2. Overview of household consumption23 of small pelagics consumed in the EU 

In the household consumption data used by EUMOFA, consumption of fresh small pelagics is monitored in ten24 Member States, of 

which Spain, Italy, Poland and Portugal are the main consumers. At species level, Denmark, Ireland and Poland monitor fresh mackerel 

(Scomber scombrus), France, Portugal and Spain monitor fresh mackerel and fresh sardine (Sardina pilchardus), Germany and Sweden 

monitor fresh herring (Clupea harengus), and the Netherland monitors fresh herring and fresh mackerel. 

Figure 42. HOUSEHOLD PURCHASES (in value) OF FRESH SMALL PELAGICS IN ITALY AND PORTUGAL APR 2023 – MAR 

2026 

 

Figure 43. HOUSEHOLD PURCHASES (in volume) OF FRESH SMALL PELAGICS IN ITALY AND PORTUGAL APR 2023 – MAR 

2026 

 

 
23 The household consumption data analysed in this report relate exclusively to those countries that have reported data on consumption. This should not be 
interpreted as an indication that only those Member States (MS) considered consume this product within the EU-27. The analysis is limited to the available data and 
does not reflect the full scope of consumption across all Member States. 
24 Denmark, France, Germany, Ireland, Italy, Netherlands, Poland, Portugal, Spain, Sweden. 
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5.3. Household consumption trends of fresh sardine - the main species of small 

pelagics in reporting countries 

Long-term trend (Apr 2023 to Mar 2026): Downward trend in volume and upward trend in price. 

Yearly average retail price (Jan – Mar): 13,39 EUR/kg (2024), 15,55 EUR/kg (2025), 17,65 EUR/kg (2026) 

Yearly consumption (Jan – Mar): 8.376 tonnes (2024), 9.748 tonnes (2025), 7.958 tonnes (2026) 

Short-term trend (Apr 2025 to Mar 2026): Downward trend in price and upward trend in volume. 

Average retail price (Apr 2025 to Mar 2026): 15,80 EUR/kg. 

Consumption (Apr 2025 to Mar 2026): 53.244 tonnes. 

 

Figure 44. RETAIL PRICE AND VOLUME OF FRESH SARDINE PURCHASED BY HOUSEHOLDS IN REPORTING COUNTRIES, 

APR 2023 – MAR 2026 

Consumption of sardine in the reporting countries fluctuates seasonally, peaking between April and September, when fish feeds 

heavily on more available plankton and build up healthy fat reserves. Prices show a seasonal fluctuation related to demand. Between 

April 2023 and March 2026, consumption volumes showed a downward trend, while prices showed an upward trend. 
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