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1. GLOBAL HIGHLIGHTS 

EU/Aquaculture Policy: On 30 June 2026, Commissioner Costas Kadis hosted 

an Implementation Dialogue on EU aquaculture policy with sector 

representatives, retailers, NGOs, civil society and Member States. The dialogue 

focused on how to strengthen sustainable EU aquaculture, which currently 

represents 0,72% of global production by volume (1 million tonnes) and 1,29% 

by value (EUR 4,66 billion). Discussions covered implementation of EU 

aquaculture policy and legislation, sector bottlenecks, best practices, and input 

to the evaluation of the Common Fisheries Policy Regulation and the 

development of the Vision 2040 for Fisheries and Aquaculture.1 

EU/EMFAF: On 25 June 2026, the European Commission opened a call for 

evidence on a possible targeted amendment of the European Maritime, 

Fisheries and Aquaculture Fund (EMFAF) to make it simpler, more flexible 

and easier to implement. The consultation seeks practical input on 

reducing administrative burden and improving uptake of funding during 

the 2021–2027 programming period, while ensuring consistency with the Common Fisheries Policy. It also addresses the alignment 

of EU rules with the WTO Agreement on Fisheries Subsidies, so that EU funding cannot support prohibited activities such as IUU 

fishing, fishing overfished stocks, or fishing on the unregulated high seas. Feedback is open until 21 July 2026.2 

EU/NEAFC Mackerel: On 23 June 2026, NEAFC members, except Russia, adopted measures proposed by the EU to limit Russian 

mackerel catches in international waters to 1.495 tonnes and prevent support services such as transhipment or refuelling for vessels 

exceeding that limit. The measures respond to the critical conservation status of North-East Atlantic mackerel and Russia’s unilateral 

2026 quota increase to 67.500 tonnes. The EU, UK and Iceland will also apply restrictions within their own waters and ports, with 

the measures expected to enter into force on 28 August 2026.3 

EU/Fisheries Policy: On 22 June 2026, Bulgaria called for a stronger and more predictable Common Fisheries Policy that balances 

environmental, economic and social objectives. The country highlighted the need for reliable scientific advice, enhanced regional 

cooperation in the Black Sea, simpler rules for small-scale coastal fisheries, and flexible support for fleet modernisation, control 

measures and data collection. Bulgaria also supported maintaining multiannual fisheries management plans as a tool to provide 

stability and predictability for the sector.4 

FAO/SOFIA 2026: FAO’s State of World Fisheries and Aquaculture 2026 reports that global fisheries and aquaculture production 

reached a record 235 million tonnes in 2024, including 195 million tonnes of aquatic animals. Aquaculture aquatic animal production 

exceeded 100 million tonnes for the first time, reaching 103 million tonnes and accounting for 53% of total aquatic animal 

production. Capture fisheries remained broadly stable at 92 million tonnes, while aquatic animal trade reached EUR 161 billion. The 

report highlights the sector’s growing role in food security, with aquatic foods supplying at least one-fifth of animal protein intake 

for 3,1 billion people and supporting over 600 million livelihoods, while also stressing challenges linked to sustainability, climate 

change and uneven access to aquatic foods.5 

EU/Islands & Coastal Communities: The European Commission presented the first dedicated EU strategies for islands and coastal 

communities, introducing a coordinated approach for 17 million people on more than 4.000 islands and 95 million people living 

along EU coastlines and coastal areas. The islands strategy focuses on economic development, connectivity, energy security, climate 

resilience, public services, demography and crisis preparedness. The coastal communities strategy prioritises a diversified blue 

economy, climate and environmental resilience, and improved liveability, with measures linked to maritime spatial planning, blue 

bioeconomy, blue carbon credits and coastal adaptation. Both strategies align with the European Ocean Pact and aim to better 

reflect the needs of these territories in EU policies and funding.6

 
1 https://oceans-and-fisheries.ec.europa.eu/news/commissioner-kadis-hosts-implementation-dialogue-eu-aquaculture-policy-2026-06-30_en  
2 https://oceans-and-fisheries.ec.europa.eu/news/commission-seeks-feedback-potential-simplification-european-maritime-fisheries-and-aquaculture-fund-2026-06-
25_en  
3 https://oceans-and-fisheries.ec.europa.eu/news/european-commission-welcomes-neafc-measures-mackerel-and-deplores-russias-further-quota-increase-2026-
06-23_en  
4 https://www.bta.bg/en/news/1152761-bulgaria-calls-for-stronger-more-predictable-eu-fisheries-policy  
5 https://www.fao.org/newsroom/detail/sofia-2026--global-fisheries-and-aquaculture-production-reaches-new-highs/en  
6 https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_26_1318  

Source: Eurofish International Organisation 

https://oceans-and-fisheries.ec.europa.eu/news/commissioner-kadis-hosts-implementation-dialogue-eu-aquaculture-policy-2026-06-30_en
https://oceans-and-fisheries.ec.europa.eu/news/commission-seeks-feedback-potential-simplification-european-maritime-fisheries-and-aquaculture-fund-2026-06-25_en
https://oceans-and-fisheries.ec.europa.eu/news/commission-seeks-feedback-potential-simplification-european-maritime-fisheries-and-aquaculture-fund-2026-06-25_en
https://oceans-and-fisheries.ec.europa.eu/news/european-commission-welcomes-neafc-measures-mackerel-and-deplores-russias-further-quota-increase-2026-06-23_en
https://oceans-and-fisheries.ec.europa.eu/news/european-commission-welcomes-neafc-measures-mackerel-and-deplores-russias-further-quota-increase-2026-06-23_en
https://www.bta.bg/en/news/1152761-bulgaria-calls-for-stronger-more-predictable-eu-fisheries-policy
https://www.fao.org/newsroom/detail/sofia-2026--global-fisheries-and-aquaculture-production-reaches-new-highs/en
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_26_1318
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2. MACROECONOMIC CONTEXT                           

2.1. Marine fuel 

Average prices for marine fuel in July 2026 ranged between 0,80 and 0,91 EUR/litre in ports in France, Italy, Spain and the UK. 

Prices increased by an average of about 0,3% compared with the previous month and by an average of 37,8% compared with the 

same month in 2025.  

Table 1. AVERAGE PRICE OF MARINE DIESEL IN ITALY, FRANCE, SPAIN, AND THE UK (EUR/LITRE) 

Country  Jul 2026 Change from Jun 2026 Change from Jul 2025 

France  
(ports of Lorient and Boulogne) 0,80 2% 41% 

Italy  
(ports of Ravenna and Livorno) 0,90 4% 40% 

Spain  
(ports of A Coruña and Vigo) 0,91 -10% 30% 

The UK  
(ports of Grimsby and Aberdeen) 0,89 7% 41% 

Sources: Chamber of Commerce of Forlì-Cesena, Italy; DPMA, France; MABUX. 

Figure 1. AVERAGE PRICE OF MARINE DIESEL IN ITALY, FRANCE, SPAIN, AND THE UK (EUR/LITRE) 
 

Source: Chamber of Commerce of Forlì-Cesena, Italy; DPMA, France; MABUX. 

2.2. Consumer prices and inflation 

In June 2026 the EU annual inflation rate was 2,9%, down from 3,2% compared to May 2026. A year earlier, the rate was 2,0%. 

Table 2. HIGHEST AND LOWEST INFLATION RATES FOR JUNE 2026, COMPARED WITH MAY 2026 

Lowest inflation rates  Highest inflation rates  

The Netherlands -0,9% Malta  +1,1% 

Luxembourg -0,5% Cyprus +0,9% 

Czechia -0,5% Spain +0,6% 
Source: Eurostat. 
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2.3. Annual inflation rate of fish and seafood products in the EU 

Figure 2. ANNUAL RATE OF CHANGE FOR FISH AND SEAFOOD PRODUCTS IN JUNE 2026 (value expressed in 

percentage) 

Source: Eurostat. 

Table 3. HARMONISED INDEX OF CONSUMER PRICES IN THE EU (2025 = 100) 

  
June 

2024 

June 

2025 

May 

2026 

June 

2026 

Change 

from 

May 2026 

Change 

from  

June 2025 

Food and non-alcoholic beverages  96,78 100,26 101,74 101,28 -0,5% 1,0% 

Fish and other seafood  97,5 99,63 103,65 103,59 -0,1% 4,0% 

Fish, live, fresh, chilled or frozen 96,66 99,17 104,89 104,72 -0,2% 5,6% 

Fish, dried, salted, in brine or smoked 96,4 99,48 105,33 105,3 0,0% 5,9% 

Fish preparations 99,44 100,06 101,84 101,93 0,1% 1,9% 

Other seafood, live, fresh, chilled or 
frozen 

98,2 100,51 101,05 101,19 0,1% 0,7% 

Other seafood, dried, salted, in brine or 
smoked 

99,89 102,21 97,51 97,56 0,1% -4,5% 

Other seafood preparations 97,27 100,15 103,78 103,68 -0,1% 3,5% 

Source: Eurostat. 

2.4. Exchange rates 

Table 4. EURO EXCHANGE RATES FOR SELECTED 

CURRENCIES 

Currency 

JUNE 

2024 

JUNE 

2025 

MAY 

2026 

JUNE 

2026 

NOK 11,3965 11,8345 10,7735 11,3105 

GBP 0,8464 0,8555 0,8672 0,8618 

USD 1,0705 1,1720 1,1644 1,1394 

Source: European Central Bank. 
 

In JUNE 2026, the euro depreciated against the British 
pound sterling (-0,2 %), the Norwegian krone (-0,7%) and 
the US dollar (-0,2%), relative to the previous month. For 
the past six months, the euro has fluctuated around 
1,1720 against the US dollar, 11,2231 against the 
Norwegian krone and 0,8695 against the British pound 
sterling. Compared with May 2025, the euro depreciated 
0,02% against the US dollar, 0,01% against the British 
pound sterling and 0,05% against the Norwegian krone. 
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Figure 3. TREND OF EURO EXCHANGE RATES 

 

Source: European Central Bank. 
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3. FIRST SALES IN EUROPE7 

3.1. Year-to-date comparison of First sales  

Increases in value and volume (Jan - Apr 2026 vs Jan - Apr 2025): Croatia, Estonia, France, Germany, Italy, Lithuania, Poland, 

and Sweden recorded increases in both first-sales value and volume. The highest increase in volume was observed in France due 

mainly to sardine and scallop, while the highest growth in value in Germany was due to shrimp Crangon spp. and blue whiting. 

Decreases in value and volume (Jan - Apr 2026 vs Jan - Apr 2025): Belgium, Bulgaria, Cyprus, Denmark, Faroe Islands, Ireland, 

the Netherlands, Portugal, Spain, and Norway recorded decreases in first-sales value and volume. Bulgaria stood out with the most 

significant drop in volume and value in relative terms, due mainly to sprat and red mullet. 

Table 5. JANUARY-MARCH OVERVIEW OF FIRST SALES FROM THE REPORTING COUNTRIES  

(volume in tonnes and value in million EUR) * 

 
January – April 2024 January – April 2025 

January – April 

2026 

Change from January – 

April 2025 

Country Volume Value Volume Value Volume Value Volume Value 

Belgium 4.726 25,73 4.677 27,11 4.168 24,98 -11% -8% 

Bulgaria 892 0,52 724 0,54 446 0,42 -38% -21% 

Croatia 7.970 12,82 5.091 10,71 5.958 12,35 17% 15% 

Cyprus 108 0,81 101 0,71 87 0,61 -14% -15% 

Denmark 308.298 173,56 288.355 176,93 197.110 163,32 -32% -8% 

Estonia 30.819 14,91 25.404 11,17 33.084 14,33 30% 28% 

Faroe Islands 287.317 157,01 286.024 232,61 191.616 218,25 -33% -6% 

Finland 25.584 9,79 33.697 10,20 28.398 10,17 -16% 0% 

France 66.502 223,67 71.604 250,53 138.117 304,51 93% 22% 

Germany 15.044 22,82 2.747 6,15 2.881 8,60 5% 40% 

Ireland 129.783 117,88 147.616 153,80 118.482 125,04 -20% -19% 

Italy 17.611 82,03 15.377 80,76 17.381 85,43 13% 6% 

Latvia 18.390 6,38 18.261 7,39 15.905 7,41 -13% 0% 

Lithuania 83 0,17 62 0,11 64 0,12 4% 11% 

Netherlands 4.980 36,66 5.549 35,76 4.961 31,30 -11% -12% 

Poland 35.315 17,60 35.141 16,78 45.289 21,61 29% 29% 

Portugal 18.469 77,10 17.863 79,12 13.855 67,73 -22% -14% 

Spain 126.942 438,24 113.183 441,38 95.384 391,67 -16% -11% 

Sweden 47.561 32,94 33.084 24,80 33.264 26,62 1% 7% 

Norway 1.249.028 1.247,97 1.106.856 1.435,05 851.769 1.315,14 -23% -8% 

United Kingdom 131.566 229,87 134.102 261,17 98.454 282,04 -27% 8% 

  Possible discrepancies in % changes are due to rounding. 
* Volumes are reported in net weight for EU Member States, and in live weight equivalent (LWE) for Norway. Prices are reported in EUR/kg (nominal values without VAT). For 
Norway, prices are reported in EUR/kg of live weight. 

 
7 During January–April 2026, 19 EU Member States (MS), Norway and the United Kingdom reported first-sales data for 10 commodity groups. First-sales data are based 

on sales notes and data collected from auction markets. First-sales data analysed in the section “First sales in Europe” are extracted from EUMOFA.  
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The overall value of first sales in the period January - April in 2026 was EUR 1,3 billion, a 3% decrease compared to 2025, and a 

stable value compared to 2024. Overall volume was 754.834 tonnes, an 8% decrease compared to 2025, and a 12% decrease 

compared to 2024.  

Figure 4. ANNUAL OVERVIEW OF TOTAL FIRST SALES VALUE FROM THE REPORTING COUNTRIES7  

(value in million EUR) 

  

 

In the first four months of 2026, monthly first-sales value and volume in January, February and April were lower than in the 

corresponding months of both 2025 and 2024 but increased in March compared with both years.  

The decrease in first-sales value compared to 2025 was mainly driven by groundfish and tuna and tuna-like species (-7% and -24%, 

respectively). Compared with 2024 first-sales value was stable. Similarly, in the same period in 2026, the decrease in first-sales 

volume was mainly due to groundfish which fell by 38% in comparison to 2025 and by 40% compared to 2024. 

Figure 5. ANNUAL OVERVIEW OF TOTAL FIRST SALES VOLUME FROM THE REPORTING COUNTRIES  

(volume in 1.000 tonnes) 
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3.2. First-sales evolution at commodity group (CG) level8,9 

Bivalves and other molluscs and aquatic invertebrates  

In January-April 2026, first-sales value of “Bivalves and other molluscs and aquatic invertebrates” amounted to EUR 107,2 million, 

a 6% increase compared to the same period in 2025. First-sales volume reached 41.003 tonnes, a decrease of 6% compared to 

2025. Scallop was the main commercial species driving the increase in value of the commodity group (+22%), while the decrease 

in volume was mainly due to Mussel Mytilus spp. and clam (-42% and -19% respectively). 

Figure 6. FIRST SALES VALUE AND VOLUME OF BIVALVES, JAN 2024 – APR 2026 

 

Table 6. FIRST-SALES PRICE OF BIVALVES MAIN COMMERCIAL SPECIES (MCS) (JAN - APR 2025 AND JAN - APR 2026) 

Country 

 

Main Commercial 

Species 

First-sales average 

price Jan-Apr 2025 

First-sales average 

Price Jan-Apr 2026 

Trend (Jan-Apr 2026 

vs Jan-Apr 2025 %) 

France Scallop 2,07 EUR/kg 2,32 EUR/kg +12% 

Italy Clam 2,84 EUR/kg 2,88 EUR/kg +1% 

Ireland Scallop 2,24 EUR/kg 2,18 EUR/kg -3% 

Cephalopods 

In 2026, first-sales value of “Cephalopods” totalled EUR 87,2 million, a 16% decrease compared to 2025. First-sales volume 

totalled 12.182 tonnes, a decrease of 15% compared to 2025. Squid (-27% and -26%) and octopus (-15% and -17%) was the 

main commercial species driving the driving the decrease in first-sales value and volume.  

 

 

 

 

 
8 This section explores the evolutionary trends at commodity group level, covering volume, value and price dynamics alongside the composition of the primary species 

since the start of the year. It emphasizes those species that exert the greatest influence in terms of value contribution and explores the trajectory of their price 

fluctuations over time. https://fishery-aquaculture-market-observatory.ec.europa.eu/en/data/metadata 

9 The data analysis in this section (figures and tables) is downloaded from the EUMOFA database and is provided by national sources or collected through their 
related website. https://fishery-aquaculture-market-observatory.ec.europa.eu/en/data/dashboards 

https://fishery-aquaculture-market-observatory.ec.europa.eu/en/data/metadata
https://fishery-aquaculture-market-observatory.ec.europa.eu/en/data/dashboards
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Figure 7. FIRST-SALES VALUE AND VOLUME OF CEPHALOPODS, JAN 2024 – APR 2026 

 

 

 

Table 7. FIRST-SALES PRICE OF CEPHALOPODS MCS (JAN - APR 2025 AND JAN - APR 2026) 

Country 

 

Main Commercial Species 
First-sales average 

price Jan-Apr 2025 

First-sales average 

Price Jan-Apr 2026 

Trend (Jan-Apr 2026 vs 

Jan-Apr 2025 %) 

Spain Squid 6,04 EUR/kg 5,39 EUR/kg -11% 

Portugal Octopus 8,83 EUR/kg 8,49 EUR/kg -4% 

Spain Octopus 7,69 EUR/kg 8,58 EUR/kg +12% 

Crustaceans 

Between January and April 2026, first-sales value of “Crustaceans” totalled EUR 150,0 million, a 7% decrease in value compared 

to 2025. First-sales volume amounted to 15.813 tonnes, a decrease of 4% compared to 2025. Norway lobster and warmwater 

shrimp (-15% and – 25% respectively) were the two main products responsible for the decrease in first-sales value while 

Norway lobster and crab (-20% and -19% respectively) were mainly responsible for the decrease in first-sales volume. 

Figure 8. FIRST-SALES VALUE AND VOLUME OF CRUSTACEANS, JAN 2024 – APR 2026 

 

Table 8. FIRST-SALES PRICE OF CRUSTACEANS MCS (JAN - APR 2025 AND JAN - APR 2026) 

Country 

 

Main Commercial 

Species 

First-sales average 

price Jan-Apr 2025 

First-sales average 

Price Jan-Apr 2026 

Trend (Jan-Apr 2026 vs 

Jan-Apr 2025 %) 

Ireland Norway lobster 14,26 EUR/kg 14,38 EUR/kg +1% 

Spain Warmwater shrimp 16,19 EUR/kg 14,52 EUR/kg -10% 

Denmark Norway lobster 8,24 EUR/kg 8,56 EUR/kg +4% 
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Flatfish 

In 2026, first-sales value of “Flatfish” totalled EUR 115,2 million, a 1% decrease compared to 2025. First-sales volume amounted to 

13.265 tonnes, a decrease of 17% compared to 2025. European plaice (−14 and -28%) was the main species driving the reduction 

in first-sales value and volume. 

Figure 9. FIRST-SALES VALUE AND VOLUME OF FLATFISH, JAN 2024 – APR 2026 

 

Table 9. FIRST-SALES PRICE OF FLATFISH MCS (JAN - APR 2025 AND JAN - APR 2026) 

Country 

 

Main Commercial 

Species 

First-sales average 

price Jan-Apr 2025 

First-sales average 

Price Jan-Apr 2026 

Trend (Jan-Apr 2026 

vs Jan-Apr 2025 %) 

Netherlands Common sole 16,46 EUR/kg 19,631 EUR/kg +19% 

Denmark Turbot 17,77 EUR/kg 23,28 EUR/kg +31% 

Denmark European plaice 2,62 EUR/kg 3,04 EUR/kg +16% 

Freshwater fish 

In 2026, first-sales value of “Freshwater fish” reached EUR 14,15million, marking a 5% decrease compared to 2025. First-sales 

volume amounted to 1.261 tonnes, a decrease of 44% compared to 2024. The category “other freshwater fish”10 was the main 

contributor to the decrease in first-sales value and volume (-38% and -52% respectively). 

Figure 10. FIRST-SALES VALUE AND VOLUME OF FRESHWATER FISH, JAN 2024 – APR 2026 

 

 

 

 
10 „Other freshwater fish“ comprises 24 products, and together roach, freshwater bream and European perch represent 91% of first-sales value and  80% of first-
sales volume. 
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Table 10. FIRST-SALES PRICE OF FRESHWATER FISH MCS (JAN - APR 2025 AND JAN - APR 2026) 

Country 

 

Main Commercial 

Species 

First-sales average 

price Jan-Apr 2025 

First-sales average 

Price Jan-Apr 2026 

Trend (Jan-Apr 2026 

vs Jan-Apr 2025 %) 

Estonia  Other freshwater fish11 1,28 EUR/kg 1,56 EUR/kg +22% 

Germany Other freshwater fish12 0,86 EUR/kg 1,17 EUR/kg +36% 

Poland Pike-perch 5,70 EUR/kg 5,31 EUR/kg -7% 

Groundfish 

In 2026, first-sales value of “Groundfish” totalled EUR 234,0 million, a decrease of 7% compared to 2025. First-sales volume 

amounted to 187.541 tonnes, a decrease of 38% compared to 2025. Blue whiting (-19% and -39%) was the main species 

responsible for the decrease in first-sales value and volume. 

Figure 11. FIRST-SALES VALUE AND VOLUME OF GROUNDFISH, JAN 2024 – APR 2026 

 

 

Table 11. FIRST-SALES PRICE OF GROUNDFISH MCS (JAN - APR 2025 AND JAN - APR 2026) 

Country 

 

Main Commercial 

Species 

First-sales average 

price Jan-Apr 2025 

First-sales average 

Price Jan-Apr 2026 

Trend (Jan-Apr 2026 

vs Jan-Apr 2025 %) 

Denmark Blue whiting 0,34 EUR/kg 0,44 EUR/kg +29% 

Denmark Cod 6,07 EUR/kg 7,28 EUR/kg +20% 

Denmark Other groundfish13 0,34 EUR/kg 0,58 EUR/kg +70% 

Other marine fish14 

In 2026, first-sales value of the category “other marine fish” totalled EUR 183,3 million, a decrease of 3% compared to 2025. 

First-sales volume amounted to 53.984 tonnes, a decrease of 13% compared to 2025.  Other sharks15 (-25%) was the main 

commercial species contributing to the decrease in first-sales value, while the category “other marine fish”16 was behind the 

decrease in first-sales volume (-17%). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
11 „Other freshwater fish“ in Estonia comprised 13 species of which European perch and freshwater bream accounting together for 85% of total first-sales value and 
57% of total first-sales volume. 
12 „Other freshwater fish“ in Germany comprised 6 species of which European perch and freshwater breams nei account together for 94% of total first-sales value 
and 84% of total first-sales volume. 
13 „Other groundfishfish“ in Denmark comprised 5 species of which sandeels nei and wolffishes nei account together for 81% of total first-sales value and 97% of 
total first-sales volume. 
14 Seventeen Main Commercial Species are included in the Commmodity Group „Other Marine Fish“. 
15 „Other sharks“ MCS comprises 30 species of which blue shark and smooth-hounds nei accounting together for 74% of first-sale value. 
16 Of the „Other marine fish“ Main Commercial Species (MCS), boarfish and boarfishes nei represent 81% of total first-sales volume. 
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Figure 12. FIRST-SALES VALUE AND VOLUME OF OTHER MARINE FISH, JAN 2024 – APR 2026 

 

Table 12. FIRST-SALES PRICE OF OTHER MARINE FISH MCS (JAN - APR 2025 AND JAN - APR 2026) 

Country 

 

Main Commercial 

Species 

First-sales average 

price Jan-Apr 2025 

First-sales average 

Price Jan-Apr 2026 

Trend (Jan-Apr 2026 

vs Jan-Apr 2025 %) 

Spain Other sharks17 3,27 EUR/kg 3,19 EUR/kg -2% 

Denmark Other marine fish18 0,41 EUR/kg 0,49 EUR/kg +19% 

Portugal Scabbardfish 4,62 EUR/kg 4,37 EUR/kg -5% 

Salmonids 

In 2026, first-sales value of “Salmonids” totalled EUR 172.467, a decrease of 38% compared to 2025, while first-sales volume 

amounted to 16.715 kg, a decrease of 34% compared to 2025. Trout (-40% and -31%) was the main species responsible for the 

decrease in first-sales value and volume of salmonids.  

Figure 13. FIRST SALES VALUE AND VOLUME OF SALMONIDS, JAN 2024 – APR 2026 

 

 

Table 13. FIRST-SALES PRICE OF SALMONIDS MCS (JAN - APR 2025 AND JAN - APR 2026) 

Country 

 

Main Commercial 

Species 

First-sales average 

price Jan-Apr 2025 

First-sales average 

Price Jan-Apr 2026 

Trend (Jan-Apr 2026 

vs Jan-Apr 2025 %) 

Poland Trout 13,48 EUR/kg 11,36 EUR/kg -16% 

Germany Trout 9,56 EUR/kg 7,91 EUR/kg -17% 

Denmark Other salmonids19 8,19 EUR/kg 7,75 EUR/kg -5% 

 
17 “Other sharks” MCS in Spain comprises 19 species of which blue shark and shortfin mako represent together 93% of fist sale value and 88% of First sales 
volume.  
18 „Other marine fish“ MCS in Denmark comprises 12 species in the period analysed of which boarfishes nei represented 98% of the total value and 99% of volume. 
19 „Other salmonids“ MCS in Denmark comprises 1 species in the period analysed, European whitefish reprsenting 100% of First sales value and volume. 
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Small pelagics 

In 2026, first-sales value of “Small pelagics” amounted to EUR 351,9 million, an increase of 8% compared to 2025. First-sales 

volume amounted to 417.491 tonnes, an increase of 22% compared to 2025. Sardine (+238% and +431%) was the commercial 

species contributing most to the increase in first-sales value and volume. 

Figure 14. FIRST-SALES VALUE AND VOLUME OF SMALL PELAGICS, JAN 2024 – APR 2026 

 

Table 14. FIRST-SALES PRICE OF SMALL PELAGICS MCS (JAN - APR 2025 AND JAN - APR 2026) 

Country 

 

Main Commercial 

Species 

First-sales average 

price Jan-Apr 2025 

First-sales average 

Price Jan-Apr 2026 

Trend (Jan-Apr 2026 

vs Jan-Apr 2025 %) 

France Sardine 0,82 EUR/kg 0,62 EUR/kg -24% 

Denmark Herring 0,63 EUR/kg 0,74 EUR/kg +18% 

Denmark Sprat 0,46 EUR/kg 0,54 EUR/kg +18% 

 

Tuna and tuna-like species 
In 2026, first-sales value of “Tuna and tuna-like species” totalled EUR 52,7 million, a decrease of 24% compared to 2025. First-

sales volume totalled 11.220 tonnes, a decrease of 32% compared to 2025. Yellowfin tuna (-35% and -27%), and swordfish 

(-26% and -36%) were the main commercial species driving the decrease in first-sales value and volume. 

Figure 15. FIRST-SALES VALUE AND VOLUME OF TUNA AND TUNA-LIKE SPECIES, JAN 2024 – APR 2026 

 

Table 15. FIRST-SALES PRICE OF TUNA AND TUNA-LIKE SPECIES MCS (JAN - APR 2025 AND JAN - APR 2026) 

Country 

 

Main Commercial 

Species 

First-sales average 

price Jan-Apr 2025 

First-sales average 

Price Jan-Apr 2026 

Trend (Jan-Apr 2026 

vs Jan-Apr 2025 %) 

Spain Swordfish 5,11 EUR/kg 5,89 EUR/kg +15% 

Spain Yellowfin tuna 2,63 EUR/kg 2,13 EUR/kg -19% 

Spain Bigeye tuna 2,40 EUR/kg 2,01 EUR/kg -16% 
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3.3. First sales in reporting countries20 

Table 16. FIRST SALES OF THE MAIN COMMERCIAL SPECIES IN BELGIUM   

 

Belgium  

First-sales value / 

trend % 

First-sales volume 

/ trend % 

Main contributing species  

Jan-Apr 2026 vs 

Jan-Apr 2025 

EUR 25,0 million,  

-8% 

4.168 tonnes,  

-11% 

Squid, cuttlefish, monk, common sole. 

Apr 2026 vs 

Apr 2025 

EUR 6,8 million,  

0% 

821 tonnes,  

-19% 

Common sole, octopus, monk, ray. 

Figure 16. FIRST SALES OF THE MAIN COMMERCIAL SPECIES IN BELGIUM, APRIL 2026  

 

Percentages show change from the previous year. 

Table 17. FIRST SALES OF THE MAIN COMMERCIAL SPECIES IN BULGARIA   

 

Bulgaria  

First-sales value / 

trend % 

First-sales volume / 

trend % 

 

Main contributing species  

Jan-Apr 2026 vs 

Jan-Apr 2025 

EUR 0,4 million,  

-21% 

446 tonnes,  

-38% 

Sprat, red mullet, other molluscs and aquatic invertebrates*. 

Apr 2026 vs 

Apr 2025 

EUR 0,3 million,  

+3% 

341 tonnes, 

-23% 
Value: sprat, clam 

Volume: other molluscs and aquatic invertebrates*. 

Figure 17. FIRST SALES OF THE MAIN COMMERCIAL SPECIES IN BULGARIA, APRIL 2026  

 

Percentages show change from the previous year. *EUMOFA aggregation for species.21  

 
20 First-sales data updated on 28. 6. 2026. This section covers all countries for which data are available on the date of extraction from the EUMOFA database and 
analysis. 
21 Metadata 2, Annex 3: https://fishery-aquaculture-market-observatory.ec.europa.eu/en/data/metadata#data-management---metadata-2 

https://fishery-aquaculture-market-observatory.ec.europa.eu/en/data/metadata%23data-management---metadata-2
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Table 18. FIRST SALES OF THE MAIN COMMERCIAL SPECIES IN CROATIA   

 

Croatia  

First-sales value / 

trend % 

First-sales volume 

/ trend % 

Main contributing species 

Jan-Apr 2026 vs 

Jan-Apr 2025 

EUR 12,3million,  

+15% 

5.958 tonnes,  

+17% 

Sardine, John dory, octopus, sardine. 

Apr 2026 vs 

Apr 2025 

EUR 3,9 million,  

+6% 

1.809 tonnes,  

+2% 

Sardine, John dory, hake, other seabream*. 

Figure 18. FIRST SALES OF THE MAIN COMMERCIAL SPECIES IN CROATIA, APRIL 2026  

 

Percentages show change from the previous year.   

Table 19. FIRST SALES OF THE MAIN COMMERCIAL SPECIES IN CYPRUS  

 

Cyprus 

First-sales 

value / trend % 

First-sales 

volume / trend % 

Main contributing 

species 

Notes 

Jan-Apr 2026 vs 

Jan-Apr 2025 

EUR 0,6 million,  

-15% 

87 tonnes,  

-14% 

Red mullet, squid, other 

marine fish *, other 

seabream*.  

Miscellaneous shrimps recorded a very 

sharp increase in first sales value (+10.553%) 

and volume (+17.066%) in April 2026 

compared with April 2025. However, these 

exceptionally large increases should be 
interpreted with caution, as they are mainly 

the result of the extremely low baseline and 

very small landings recorded in April 2025. 

The increase was driven by higher landed 

quantities despite a 38% decline in the 

average unit price, indicating that prices were 
not the main factor. In addition, the 

commercial category comprises a mixture of 

shrimp species, while reported volumes are 

highly sensitive to the activity of Cyprus's 

two-vessel trawl fleet and seasonal fishing 

restrictions. Overall, the observed increase is 
primarily a statistical effect rather than 

evidence of a significant change in stock 

status or market conditions. 

Apr 2026 vs 

Apr 2025 

EUR 0,2 million,  

+19% 

25 tonnes,  

+3%  

Picarel, other marine fish*, 

miscellaneous shrimps*; 

ray. 
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Figure 19. FIRST SALES OF THE MAIN COMMERCIAL SPECIES IN CYPRUS, APRIL 2026   

 

Percentages show change from the previous year. *EUMOFA aggregation for species.  

Table 20. FIRST SALES OF THE MAIN COMMERCIAL SPECIES IN DENMARK  

 
Denmark 

 

First-sales value / 

trend % 

 

First-sales volume / 

trend % 

 

Main contributing species 

Jan-Apr 2026 vs 

Jan-Apr 2025 

EUR 163,3 million,  

-8% 

197.110 tonnes,  

-32% 

Blue whiting, mackerel, cod, other groundfish*. 

Apr 2026 vs 

Apr 2025 

EUR 31,1 million,  

-32% 

37.284 tonnes,  

-59%  

Blue whiting, other groundfish*, Norway lobster, cod. 

Percentages show change from the previous year. *EUMOFA aggregation for species. 

Figure 20. FIRST SALES OF THE MAIN COMMERCIAL SPECIES IN DENMARK, APRIL 2026  

 

Percentages show change from the previous year.  

Table 21. FIRST SALES OF THE MAIN COMMERCIAL SPECIES IN ESTONIA 

 

Estonia 

First-sales 

value / trend % 

First-sales  

volume / trend 

% 

Main contributing 

species 

 

Jan-Apr 2026 

vs 

Jan-Apr 2025 

EUR 14,3 million, 

+28% 

33.084, tonnes,  

+30% 

Sprat, herring, pike-

perch, pike. 
Sprat recorded a sharp increase in first-sales value 

(+274%) and volume (+241%) in April 2026 

compared with April 2025. The growth was driven by 
stronger market demand, particularly from the 

fishmeal and fish oil sectors, higher available quotas 

(+44% year-on-year), favourable fishing conditions, 

and greater supplier capacity, while catches in April 

2025 were constrained by adverse weather. 

Apr 2026 vs 

Apr 2025 

EUR 3,3 million,  

+34% 

6.081 tonnes,  

+54% 

Herring, sprat, smelt, 

other freshwater fish*. 

Percentages show change from the previous year. *EUMOFA aggregation for species. 
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Figure 21. FIRST SALES OF THE MAIN COMMERCIAL SPECIES IN ESTONIA, APRIL 2026  

 

Percentages show change from the previous year.   

Table 22. FIRST SALES OF THE MAIN COMMERCIAL SPECIES IN THE FAROE ISLANDS 

 
The Faroe 

Islands 

First-sales value / 

trend % 

First-sales volume  

/ trend % 

Main contributing species 

Jan-Apr 2026 vs 

Jan-Apr 2025 

EUR 218,2 million, 
-6% 

191.616 tonnes,  
-33% 

Blue whiting, cod, mackerel, coldwater shrimps*. 
 

Apr 2026 vs 

Apr 2025 

EUR 57,5 million,  

-12% 

77.985 tonnes, 

-42%  

Blue whiting, coldwater shrimps*, miscellaneous small pelagics, monk. 

Figure 22. FIRST SALES OF THE MAIN COMMERCIAL SPECIES IN THE FAEROE ISLANDS, APRIL 2026 

 

 

Table 23. FIRST SALES OF THE MAIN COMMERCIAL SPECIES IN FINLAND 

 
Finland 

First-sales 

value / trend % 

First-sales  

volume / trend % 

Main contributing species 

Jan-Apr 2026 vs 

Jan-Apr 2025 

EUR 10,2 million, 

0% 

28.398 tonnes,  

-16% 

Herring, sprat, cod. 

Apr 2026 vs 

Apr 2025 

EUR 2,2 million, 

+5% 

6,275 tonnes,  

-10% 

Herring, sprat. 
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Figure 23. FIRST SALES OF THE MAIN COMMERCIAL SPECIES IN FINLAND, APRIL 2026  

 

Percentages show change from the previous year.  

Table 24. FIRST SALES OF THE MAIN COMMERCIAL SPECIES IN FRANCE 

 

France 

First-sales value / 

trend % 

First-sales volume  

/ trend % 

Main contributing species 

Jan-Apr 2026 vs 

Jan-Apr 2025 

EUR 304,5 million, 

+22% 

138.117 tonnes,  

+93% 

Sardine, scallop, other marine fish*, hake. 

 

Apr 2026 vs 

Apr 2025 

EUR 67,5 million,  
+25% 

16.817 tonnes, 
-16% 

Value: scallop, other marine fish*, Norway lobster. 

Volume: seaweed and other algae*. 

Figure 24. FIRST SALES OF THE MAIN COMMERCIAL SPECIES IN FRANCE, APRIL 2026  

 

Percentages show change from the previous year.  *EUMOFA aggregation for species 

Table 25. FIRST SALES OF THE MAIN COMMERCIAL SPECIES IN GERMANY 

 

Germany 

First-sales 

value / trend 

% 

First-sales 

volume / trend 

% 

Main contributing species Notes 

Jan-Apr 2026 

vs 

Jan-Apr 2025 

EUR 8,6 million,  

+40% 

2.881 tonnes, 

+5% 

Shrimp Crangon spp., blue 

whiting, miscellaneous small 

pelagics. 

 

Shrimp Crangon spp. recorded a sharp increase 

in first-sales value (+131%) and volume (+253%) 
in April 2026 compared with April 2025. The rise 

reflects exceptionally high production since 

autumn 2025, driven by favourable environmental 

conditions, while the relatively low production in 

April 2025 appears to have been an exception.22  

Apr 2026 vs 

Apr 2025 

EUR 5,9 million,  

+131% 

2.406 tonnes,  

+618% 

Shrimp Crangon spp.*, other 

freshwater fish*, mackerel, 

herring. 

 

 
22 https://www.thuenen.de/en/institutes/sea-fisheries/service/detail-news/2025-an-exceptional-year-for-north-sea-brown-shrimp  

https://www.thuenen.de/en/institutes/sea-fisheries/service/detail-news/2025-an-exceptional-year-for-north-sea-brown-shrimp
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Figure 25. FIRST SALES OF THE MAIN COMMERCIAL SPECIES IN GERMANY, APRIL 2026  

 

Percentages show change from the previous year.  

Table 26. FIRST SALES OF THE MAIN COMMERCIAL SPECIES IN IRELAND 

 
Ireland 

First-sales 

value / trend % 

First-sales 

volume / trend % 

Main contributing species 

Jan-Apr 2026 vs 

Jan-Apr 2025 

EUR 125,0 million,  

-19% 

118.482 tonnes, 

-20% 

Mackerel, Atlantic horse mackerel, Norway lobster, haddock, sprat. 

Apr 2026 vs 

Apr 2025 

EUR 17,0 million,  

-18% 

15.926 tonnes,  

-31% 

Norway lobster, lobster Homarus spp., blue whiting, haddock. 

Figure 26. FIRST SALES OF THE MAIN COMMERCIAL SPECIES IN IRELAND, APRIL 2026  

 

Percentages show change from the previous year.  

Table 27. FIRST SALES OF THE MAIN COMMERCIAL SPECIES IN ITALY 

 

Italy 

First-sales 

value / trend 

% 

First-sales 

volume / trend 

% 

Main contributing 

species 

Notes 

Jan-Apr 2026 vs 

Jan-Apr 2025 

EUR 85,4 
million, 

+6% 

17.381 tonnes,  
+13% 

Clam, sardine, hake, 
common sole, other 

marine fish*. 

Miscellaneous shrimps recorded a strong 

increase in first-sales value (+157%) and 

volume (+82%) in April 2026 compared with 

April 2025. Unlike Cyprus, the Italian figures are 

based on much larger absolute quantities and a 

larger, consistently active trawl fleet, making the 
increase less likely to reflect changes in fishing 

activity alone. However, cumulative January–

April first-sales value was only moderately 

higher than in 2025, while cumulative volume 

was slightly lower, suggesting that the April 

increase reflects normal monthly variability and 
higher unit prices rather than a sustained 

increase in landings. 

Apr 2026 vs 

Apr 2025 

EUR 21,6 

million,  

+1% 

4.211 tonnes, 

+5%  

Miscellaneous shrimps*, 

anchovy, clam, sardine. 
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Figure 27. FIRST SALES OF THE MAIN COMMERCIAL SPECIES IN ITALY, APRIL 2026 

 

Percentages show change from the previous year. *EUMOFA aggregation for species 

Table 28. FIRST SALES OF THE MAIN COMMERCIAL SPECIES IN LATVIA 

 

Latvia 

First-sales  

value / trend % 

First-sales  

volume / trend % 

Main contributing species 

Jan-Apr 2026 vs 

Jan-Apr 2025 

EUR 7,4 million, 

0% 

15.905 tonnes,  

-13% 
Value: sprat, herring, other marine fish*. 

Volume: herring. 

Apr 2026 vs 

Apr 2025 

EUR 1,7 million,  

+7% 

4.112 tonnes, 

+5% 

Herring, other marine fish*, sprat, other freshwater fish*. 

Figure 28. FIRST SALES OF THE MAIN COMMERCIAL SPECIES IN LATVIA, APRIL 2026 

 

Percentages show change from the previous year. *EUMOFA aggregation for species. 

Table 29. FIRST SALES OF THE MAIN COMMERCIAL SPECIES IN LITHUANIA  

 

Lithuania 

First-sales  

value / trend % 

First-sales  

volume/ trend % 

Main contributing species 

Jan-Apr 2026 vs 

Jan-Apr 2025 

EUR 0,1 million, 

+11% 

64 tonnes,  

+4% 

Smelt, herring, trout. 

Apr 2026 vs 

Apr 2025 

EUR 0,02 million,  

+1% 

27 tonnes, 

-4% 
Value: herring, smelt 

Volume: other groundfish*. 
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Figure 29. FIRST SALES OF THE MAIN COMMERCIAL SPECIES IN LITHUANIA, APRIL 2026  

 

Percentages show change from the previous year. *EUMOFA aggregation for species 

Table 30. FIRST SALES OF THE MAIN COMMERCIAL SPECIES IN THE NETHERLANDS 

 

The Netherlands 

First-sales  

value / trend % 

First-sales  

volume / trend % 

Main contributing species 

Jan-Apr 2026 vs 

Jan-Apr 2025 

EUR 31,3 million, 

-12% 

4.961 tonnes,  

-11% 

Shrimp Crangon spp., common sole, squid, European plaice. 

Apr 2026 vs 

Apr 2025 

EUR 6,6 million,  

-15% 

1.188 tonnes, 

-7% 

Common sole, turbot, squid, European plaice. 

Figure 30. FIRST SALES OF THE MAIN COMMERCIAL SPECIES IN THE NETHERLANDS, APRIL 2026 

 

Percentages show change from the previous year.  

Table 31. FIRST SALES OF THE MAIN COMMERCIAL SPECIES IN POLAND 

find 

Poland 

First-sales  

value / trend % 

First-sales volume 

/ trend % 

Main contributing species 

Jan-Apr 2026 vs 

Jan-Apr 2025 

EUR 21,6 million,  

+29% 

45.289 tonnes,  

+29% 

Sprat, herring. 

Apr 2026 vs 

Apr 2025 

EUR 5,9 million, 
+64 % 

11.732 tonnes, 
+49% 

Sprat, herring, European flounder, pike-perch. 
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Figure 31. FIRST SALES OF THE MAIN COMMERCIAL SPECIES IN POLAND, APRIL 2026  

 

Percentages show change from the previous year. *EUMOFA aggregation for species 

Table 32. FIRST SALES OF THE MAIN COMMERCIAL SPECIES IN PORTUGAL 

 

Portugal 

First-sales  

value / trend % 

First-sales volume 

/ trend % 

Main contributing species 

Jan-Apr 2026 vs 

Jan-Apr 2025 

EUR 67,7 million,  

-14% 

13.855 tonnes,  

-22% 

Anchovy, octopus, scabbardfish, sardine, clam. 

Apr 2026 vs 

Apr 2025 

EUR 22,9 million,  
+4% 

5.530 tonnes, 
-4% 

Value: Mackerel, other horse mackerels*. 

Volume: sardine, bigeye tuna. 

Figure 32. FIRST SALES OF THE MAIN COMMERCIAL SPECIES IN PORTUGAL, APRIL 2026   

 

Percentages show change from the previous year. 

Table 33. FIRST SALES OF THE MAIN COMMERCIAL SPECIES IN SPAIN 

 

Spain 

First-sales  

value / trend % 

First-sales 

volume / trend 

% 

Main contributing species 

Jan-Apr 2026 vs 

Jan-Apr 2025 

EUR 391,7 million, 

-11% 

95.384 tonnes, 

-16% 

Mackerel, swordfish, yellowfin tuna, hake.  

Apr 2026 vs 

Apr 2025 

EUR 129,8 million  

-7% 

35.271 tonnes, 

-2% 

Squid, swordfish, miscellaneous shrimps*, mackerel. 
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Figure 33. FIRST SALES OF THE MAIN COMMERCIAL SPECIES IN SPAIN, APRIL 2026 

 

Percentages show change from the previous year. *EUMOFA aggregation for species 

Table 34. FIRST SALES OF THE MAIN COMMERCIAL SPECIES IN SWEDEN 

 

Sweden 

First-sales value / 

trend % 

First-sales 

volume / trend 

% 

Main contributing species 

Jan-Apr 2026 vs 

Jan-Apr 2025 

EUR 26,6 million, 

+7% 

33.264 tonnes, 

+1% 

Herring, sprat, saithe, monk. 

Apr 2026 vs 

Apr 2025 

EUR 4,6 million,  

-22% 

3.453 tonnes, 

-61% 

Blue whiting, herring, Norway lobster, other groundfish*. 

Figure 34. FIRST SALES OF THE MAIN COMMERCIAL SPECIES IN SWEDEN, APRIL 2026 

 

Percentages show change from the previous year. *EUMOFA aggregation for species. 

Table 35. FIRST SALES OF THE MAIN COMMERCIAL SPECIES IN NORWAY 

 

Norway 

First-sales  

value / trend % 

First-sales volume 

/ trend % 

Main contributing species 

Jan-Apr 2026 vs 

Jan-Apr 2025 

EUR 1,3 billion, 

-8% 

851.769 tonnes,  

-23% 

Crab, mackerel, blue whiting, cod, other crustaceans*. 

Apr 2026 vs 

Apr 2025 

EUR 209,6 million  

-23% 

139.499 tonnes, 

-40% 

Cod, crab, blue whiting, coldwater shrimps*. 
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Figure 35. FIRST SALES OF THE MAIN COMMERCIAL SPECIES IN NORWAY, APRIL 2026  

 

Percentages show change from the previous year.  *EUMOFA aggregation for species. 

Table 36. FIRST SALES OF THE MAIN COMMERCIAL SPECIES IN THE UNITED KINGDOM 

 

The United Kingdom 

First-sales  

value / trend % 

First-sales 

volume / trend 

% 

Main contributing species 

Jan-Apr 2026 vs 

Jan-Apr 2025 

EUR 282,0 million, 

+8% 

98.454 tonnes,  

-27% 
Value: mackerel, haddock, monk.  

Volume: mackerel, blue whiting, Norway lobster. 

Apr 2026 vs 

Apr 2025 

EUR 43,4 million  
-1% 

17.730 tonnes, 
-20% 

Norway lobster, scallop, cod, blue whiting. 

Figure 36. FIRST SALES OF THE MAIN COMMERCIAL SPECIES IN THE UNITED KINGDOM, APRIL 2026 

 

Percentages show change from the previous year.  
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4. EXTRA-EU IMPORTS  

From January to April 2026, the value of extra-EU imports decreased by 1% compared to the same period in 2025, while volume 

decreased by 4%. The MCSs contributing most to the decrease in import values were skipjack tuna (-25%), fish oil (-44%) and 

warmwater shrimps (-11%), while blue whiting (-24%) and skipjack tuna (-16%), contributed most to the decrease in volume. 

Increases in value and volume: Austria, Bulgaria, Cyprus, Czechia, Germany, Greece, Hungary, Lithuania, Poland and Slovakia 

recorded an increase in extra-EU imports in both value and volume. The most significant increases in value in absolute terms were 

recorded in Lithuania driven by an increase in salmon (+117%) and mackerel (+111%), while Malta recorded the highest increase 

in volume in absolute terms due to other non-food uses23 (+3.337%) and skipjack tuna (+16%).   

Decreases in value and volume: Belgium, Croatia, Estonia, Finland, France, Latvia, Luxemburg, Romania, Slovenia, and Spain 

recorded decreases in extra-EU imports in value and volume. Croatia recorded the largest decline in absolute terms value driven 

mainly by a fall in salmon imports by value (-80%), while Slovenia showed the highest decrease in volume in absolute terms due 

to freshwater catfish (-38%) and squid (-87%). 

Table 37. JANUARY - APRIL OVERVIEW OF EXTRA-EU IMPORTS AT EU LEVEL DISAGGREGATED PER MS 

(volume in tonnes and value in million EUR)24 

 January - April  

 2025 

January - April 

2026 

Change from January - April 2025 

Country Volume Value Price Volume Value Price Volume Value Price 

Austria 2.926  20,1 6,87 3.311  22,4 6,76 13% 11% -2% 

Belgium 48.479  321,0 6,62 38.011  239,8 6,31 -22% -25% -5% 

Bulgaria 4.421  12,8 2,89 4.685  13,7 2,92 6% 7% 1% 

Croatia 3.760  12,9 3,43 2.942  8,5 2,89 -22% -34% -16% 

Cyprus 2.719  17,4 6,40 3.011  17,7 5,89 11% 2% -8% 

Czechia 5.796  27,1 4,68 5.947  28,6 4,82 3% 6% 3% 

Denmark 314.014  998,1 3,18 279.655  1067,5 3,82 -11% 7% 20% 

Estonia 3.621  19,3 5,33 3.067  17,9 5,84 -15% -7% 9% 

Finland 12.468  87,9 7,05 11.598  82,1 7,07 -7% -7% 0% 

France 190.376  1009,7 5,30 181.009  934,3 5,16 -5% -7% -3% 

Germany 135.385  613,3 4,53 147.381  649,2 4,40 9% 6% -3% 

Greece 44.365  196,9 4,44 47.570  209,2 4,40 7% 6% -1% 

Hungary 755  3,5 4,60 824  3,6 4,39 9% 4% -4% 

Ireland 129.379  89,9 0,69 124.339  117,0 0,94 -4% 30% 35% 

Italy 159.481  976,4 6,12 160.070  955,4 5,97 0% -2% -3% 

Latvia 7.979  22,3 2,79 7.305  21,6 2,95 -8% -3% 6% 

Lithuania 15.186  46,0 3,03 17.075  61,0 3,57 12% 33% 18% 

Luxembourg
25 

1  0,2 225,2
5 

0  0,0 217,1
3 

-84% -84% -4% 

Malta 728  2,8 3,91 935  2,8 3,01 28% -1% -23% 

Netherlands 236.117  1308,1 5,54 217.513  1329,4 6,11 -8% 2% 10% 

Poland 87.276  373,3 4,28 90.852  400,9 4,41 4% 7% 3% 

 
23 Of „Other non-food use“ MCS in Matlta fish waste represented 99% of total import volume. 
24 During January -April 2026, the 27 EU Member States (MS), reported import data for 12 commodity groups. Extra-EU imports are goods recorded by Member 
States when they enter the territory of the EU where transit is not included. 
25 Luxembourg import values and volumes are shown separately, as the large unit of measurement used for the rest of the countries analysed does not reflect the 
real values: Jan-Apr 2025: First-sales volume = 743 kg; First-sales value = 163.360 EUR - Jan -Apr 2026: First-sales volume = 120 kg; First-sales value 26.056.   
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 January - April  

 2025 

January - April 

2026 

Change from January - April 2025 

Country Volume Value Price Volume Value Price Volume Value Price 

Portugal 58.304  275,4 4,72 58.845  259,6 4,41 1% -6% -7% 

Romania 8.136  37,4 4,60 7.061  33,3 4,72 -13% -11% 3% 

Slovakia 2.094  7,0 3,36 2.276  7,1 3,13 9% 1% -7% 

Slovenia 2.139  9,5 4,43 1.651  7,0 4,27 -23% -26% -4% 

Spain 398.972  2101,6 5,27 374.960  1910,8 5,10 -6% -9% -3% 

Sweden 218.319  1669,1 7,65 225.952  1723,1 7,63 3% 3% 0% 

EU-27 2.093.19

7  

10.259,

1 

4,90 2.017.84

6  

10.123,

6 

5,02 -4% -1% 2% 

Source: EUMOFA elaboration of Eurostat COMEXT 

Increases in value and volume: salmonids and pelagics recorded an increase in value and volume of extra-EU imports. Small 

pelagics recorded the highest increase in both value and volume with mackerel (+37% and +3%) and herring (+19% and +38%) 

driving the increase.  

Decreases in value and volume: freshwater fish and tuna and tuna-like species were the commodity group recording a decline 

in both value and volume of extra-EU imports. Tuna and tuna-like species recorded the largest decline attributed to skipjack tuna (-

25% and -16%).  
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Table 38. JANUARY – APRIL OVERVIEW OF EXTRA-EU IMPORTS AT EU LEVEL DISAGGREGATED PER CG 

(volume in tonnes and value in million EUR)  

 January - April 

2025 

January - April 

2026 

Change from January – April 2025  

Commodity group Value Volume Pric

e 

Value Volume Pric

e 

Value Volume Price MCS 

Bivalves 219,6 48.994 4,48 228,9 43.573 5,25 4% -11% 17% Clam, 
scallop. 

Cephalopods 1.154,9 171.557 6,73 1.125,4 172.615 6,52 -3% 1% -3% Other 
cephalopods, 
octopus. 

Crustaceans 1.470,6 205.567 7,15 1.418,5 206.613 6,87 -4% 1% -4% Warmwater 
shrimp, 
lobster 
Homarus 
spp. 

Flatfish 142,9 27.636 5,17 163,2 27.755 5,88 14% 0% 14% Greenland 
halibut, 
other 
flatfish. 

Freshwater fish 207,5 49.817 4,17 177,2 47.042 3,77 -15% -6% -10% Freshwater 
catfish. 
tilapia. 

Groundfish 1.702,5 422.413 4,03 1.754,4 365.177 4,80 3% -14% 19% Cod, other 
groundfish. 

Other marine fish 602,2 97.146 6,20 615,8 91.736 6,71 2% -6% 8% European 
seabass, 
gilthead 
seabream. 

Salmonids 2.565,1 309.772 8,28 2.631,6 333.016 7,90 3% 8% -5% Salmon. 

Small pelagics 373,5 138.701 2,69 449,1 162.731 2,76 20% 17% 2% Mackerel, 
herring. 

Tuna and tuna-like 
species 

1.279,4 265.598 4,82 1.025,6 234.619 4,37 -20% -12% -9% Skipjack 
tuna, 
yellowfin 
tuna. 

Source: EUMOFA elaboration of Eurostat COMEXT 

4.1. Extra EU imports of freshwater fish in EU Member States 

In January – April 2026, extra-EU imports of freshwater fish accounted for a total value of EUR 177,2 million and a total volume of 

47.042 tonnes, marking a 15% decrease in value and 6% decrease in volume compared to the same period in 2025. 
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Figure 37. EXTRA-EU IMPORT VALUE AND VOLUME OF FRESHWATER FISH, MAY 2024 – MAR 2026 (volume in tonnes 

and value in million EUR)  

 

 

 

Source: EUMOFA elaboration of Eurostat COMEXT 

In the period analysed, extra-EU import value and volume of freshwater fish peaked at different times of the year, indicating no 

clear seasonal pattern. 

Between January and April 2026, Germany, the Netherlands and Italy were the EU’s main importers of freshwater fish. Together 

they accounted for 43% of total extra-EU import volumes of freshwater fish, with the Netherlands representing 16%, Germany 14% 

and Italy 13% of the total import volume. 

Table 39. MAIN IMPORTERS OF EXTRA-EU PRODUCTS FOR FRESHWATER FISH  

 

EU MS 

Value (million EUR) Volume (tonnes) Main commercial species  

Jan–Apr 

2025 

Jan-Apr 

2026 

Trend (%) Jan–Apr 

2025 

Jan-Apr 

2026 

Trend (%) 

Germany 30,1 30,2 1% 6.269 6.640 6% Freshwater catfish 

Netherlands 38,4 30,0 -22% 9.268 7.762 -16% Freshwater catfish 

Italy 26,5 23,9 -10% 6.121 5.993 -2% Nile perch 

4.2. Extra-EU imports of freshwater catfish in EU Member States  

In terms of value, freshwater catfish was the main imported species within the “freshwater fish” commodity group, accounting for 

41% of the total value, followed by tilapia at 23%.  

The price analysis below focuses on the main EU importers from non-EU countries of freshwater catfish, namely the Netherlands, 

Germany and Spain. 
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Figure 38. EXTRA-EU IMPORT PRICE OF FRESHWATER CATFISH IN THE NETHERLANDS, GERMANY AND SPAIN (APR 2023 

– MAR 2026) 

 

 

Between May 2023 and April 2026, the price of freshwater catfish fluctuated and decreased in the three countries analysed: 

Germany (-5%), the Netherlands (-1%) and Spain (-4%). Between January and April 2026, the volume of freshwater catfish imported 

to Germany was 3.522 tonnes, 7% less compared with the same period in 2025, while the price decreased by 17%. All imports by 

volume came from Vietnam (100%). 

During the same period, 4.334 tonnes of freshwater catfish were imported to the Netherlands, 16% less compared to 2025, with a 

price decrease of 4% compared to 2025. Vietnam accounted for 99% of the total imported volume of freshwater catfish in 2026, 

followed by Indonesia with 1%. 

In Spain, 2.655 tonnes of freshwater catfish were imported in 2026, coming entirely from Vietnam (100%). Import volumes 

increased by 5% while prices decreased by7%. 

In the three countries, imports showed similar behaviour: in Germany, import volumes peaked in December and February/March; in 

the Netherlands between May/June and July/September and in Spain import volumes peaked in May/June. 

Figure 39. EXTRA-EU IMPORT UNIT VALUE AND VOLUME OF FRESHWATER CATFISH IN THE NETHERLANDS, MAY 2023 – 

MAR 2026 (volume in tonnes, price in EUR/kg) 
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Figure 40. EXTRA-EU IMPORT UNIT VALUE AND VOLUME OF FRESHWATER CATFISH IN GERMANY, MAY 2023 – MAR 

2026 (volume in tonnes and price in EUR/kg) 

 

 

 

 

Figure 41. EXTRA-EU IMPORT UNIT VALUE AND VOLUME OF FRESHWATER CATFISH IN SPAIN, MAY 2023 – MAR 2026 

(volume in tonnes and price in EUR/kg) 
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4.3. Extra-EU imports of freshwater catfish by origin  

Between January and April 2026, EU imports of freshwater catfish26 recorded a decreasing trend in volume (-10%) and in value (-

19%) compared with the same period in 2025. In 2026, the EU imported 19.406 tonnes of freshwater catfish for a value of EUR 

47,3 million. The main extra-EU countries supplying freshwater catfish to the EU in 2026 were Vietnam (97%), followed by Indonesia 

(1%), and Myanmar (1%). Compared to the same period in 2025, imports decreased from the main importing country of Vietnam (-

10%) as well as from Indonesia (-39%). Over the same period, imports increased from Myanmar (+72%), Thailand (+435%), India27 

and Bangladesh (+284%). 

Table 40. EXTRA-EU IMPORTS OF FRESHWATER CATFISH BY ORIGIN IN 2026 (value in million EUR and volume in 

tonnes) 

 Country Jan – Apr 2024 Jan – Apr 2025 Jan – Apr 2026 Jan – Apr 2026/2025 

  Value Volume Value Volume Value Volume Value Volume 

Vietnam 45,7 18.050 57,1 20.857 46,0 18.757 -19% -10% 

Indonesia 0,2 118 1,0 477 0,5 289 -48% -39% 

Myanmar 0,3 156 0,3 150 0,5 257 81% 72% 

Thailand 0,0 8 0,0 7 0,1 40 140% 436% 

Others 0,3 91 0,1 18 0,1 63 0% 246% 

Total 46,6 18.423 58,5 21.510 47,3 19.406 -19% -10% 

 
 

 

 

 

 
26 03027200 - Fresh or chilled catfish "Pangasius spp., Silurus spp., Clarias spp., Ictalurus spp." 

03032400 - Frozen catfish "Pangasius spp., Silurus spp., Clarias spp., Ictalurus spp." 

03043200 - Fresh or chilled fillets of catfish "Pangasius spp., Silurus spp., Clarias spp., Ictalurus spp." 

03046200 - Frozen fillets of catfish "Pangasius spp., Silurus spp., Clarias spp., Ictalurus spp." 
27 Extra-EU imports from India only available for 2026. 
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5. CONSUMPTION 

5.1. Household consumption in the EU 

Data analysed in the section “Consumption” are extracted from EUMOFA, as collected from Europanel28. They cover the consumption 

of fresh fishery and aquaculture products in a selection of EU Member States.  

Compared with April 2025, household consumption of fresh fishery and aquaculture products in April 2026 increased in both volume 

and value in Hungary, Ireland, the Netherlands, and Portugal. In contrast, France, Germany, Italy, Spain, and Sweden recorded 

decreases in both value and volume. Denmark registered a decrease in volume and an increase in value, while Poland recorded an 

increase in value. 

The most notable increases were in Ireland and Hungary where consumption increased in volume by 30% and 23% respectively and 

in value by 38% and 37% respectively compared to 2024. Sweden recorded the most notable decrease: 44% in volume and 46% 

in value, respectively. 

Table 41. MONTHLY OVERVIEW OF THE REPORTING COUNTRIES (volume in tonnes and value in million EUR) 

 
28 Last update: 20.06.2026. 

Country 

Per capita 

consumption 

2023* 

(live weight 

equivalent, 

LWE) 

kg/capita/year 

April 2024 April 2025 April 2026 

Change from  

April 2025 to 

April 2026 

Volume Value Volume  Value Volume Value Volume Value 

Denmark* 20,00-25,00  884 16,96 1.156 24,51 902 20,01 -22% 18% 

France 32,14 13.245 190,52 14.119 206,42 13.003 200,59 -8% -3% 

Germany 12,08 4.157 76,04 5.707 103,11 5.353 96,17 -6% -7% 

Hungary 5,83 242 2,01 252 2,28 311 3,11 23% 37% 

Ireland* 20,00 853 15,53 930 16,50 1.213 22,75 30% 38% 

Italy 30,38 16.478 210,03 17.059 229,04 15.608 220,01 -9% -4% 

Netherlands* 19,90 2.152 43,98 2.279 51,27 2.429 54,40 7% 6% 

Poland 13,67 3.079 34,55 3.784 46,19 3.794 51,56 0% 12% 

Portugal 53,61 4.353 34,47 3.874 34,42 4.142 39,99 7% 16% 

Spain 40,68 37.287 374,52 34.937 372,77 31.844 360,60 -9% -3% 

Sweden 10,00 542 8,39 960 15,29 534 8,29 -44% -46% 

* The methodologies for estimating apparent consumption at EU and Member State levels are different, the first based on data and estimates, the latter also requiring 
the adjustment of abnormal trends due to the higher impact of stock changes. Where EUMOFA estimations on per capita apparent consumption continued to show high 
annual volatility even with these adjustments, national contact points were contacted to confirm these estimates or to provide their own figures. These are marked with 
a * in the Table above: Hungary: Institute of Agricultural Economics; Netherlands: Dutch Fish Marketing; Poland: Institute of Agricultural and Food Economics - National 
Research Institute; Denmark: the Danish Fisheries Agency could not provide any estimates but, according to estimates made by the University of Copenhagen for the 
latest years, per capita apparent consumption has been between 20,00-25,00 kg LWE; Ireland: the Sea Fisheries Protection Authority could not provide estimates, but 
EUMOFA has estimated that the average per capita apparent consumption over the last three years has been around 20,00 kg LWE; Sweden: the Swedish Board of 
Agriculture could not provide estimates but as reported by the Swedish research institute RISE, the consumption in 2023 was 10 kg LWE/per person per year or 1,6 
portions person per week.  



European Market Observatory for 
Fisheries and Aquaculture Products 

MONTHLY HIGHLIGHTS | NO.7/2026 

CONSUMPTION 

 

  

33 

0

10.000

20.000

30.000

40.000

M
a
y

Ju
n

Ju
l

A
u
g

S
ep O
ct

N
o
v

D
ec

Ja
n

Fe
b

M
a
r

A
pr

M
a
y

Ju
n

Ju
l

A
u
g

S
ep O
ct

N
o
v

D
ec

Ja
n

Fe
b

M
a
r

A
pr

M
a
y

Ju
n

Ju
l

A
u
g

S
ep O
ct

N
o
v

D
ec

Ja
n

Fe
b

M
a
r

A
pr

2023 2024 2025 2026

V
a
lu

e 
(T

h
o
u
sa

n
d
 E

U
R
)

Germany The Netherlands Poland Sweden

5.2. Overview of household consumption29 of freshwater fish consumed in the EU 

In the household consumption data used by EUMOFA, consumption of fresh freshwater fish is monitored in four30 Member States: 
Germany, the Netherlands, Poland, and Sweden. At species level, Germany and Poland monitor fresh carp, the Netherlands monitors 
pangasius, and Sweden monitors pike-perch. In Germany the consumption of other non-specified freshwater species is monitored 
as well. 

Figure 42. HOUSEHOLD PURCHASES (in value) OF FRESHWATER FISH IN GERMANY, THE NETHERLANDS, POLAND AND 

SWEDEN MAY 2023 – APR 2026 

 

Figure 43. HOUSEHOLD PURCHASES (in volume) OF FRESHWATER FISH IN GERMANY, THE NETHERLANDS, PORTUGAL 

AND SWEDEN MAY 2023 – APR 2026 

 

 

 
29 The household consumption data analysed in this report relate exclusively to those countries that have reported data on consumption. This should not be 
interpreted as an indication that only those Member States (MS) considered consume this product within the EU-27. The analysis is limited to the data available and 
does not reflect the full scope of consumption across all Member States. 
30 Denmark, France, Germany, Ireland, Italy, Netherlands, Poland, Portugal, Spain, Sweden. 
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5.3. Household consumption trends of fresh carp - the main species of freshwater fish 

in reporting countries 

Long-term trend (May 2023 to Apr 2026): Seasonal variations with a strong peak in December in volume and fluctuating prices. 

Yearly average retail price (Jan – Apr): 10,25 EUR/kg (2024), 10,35 EUR/kg (2025), 9,14 EUR/kg (2026) 

Yearly consumption (Jan – Apr): 421 tonnes (2024), 417 tonnes (2025), 282 tonnes (2026) 

Short-term trend (May 2025 to Apr 2026): Fluctuating prices and seasonal variations with a strong peak in December in volume. 

Average retail price (May 2025 to Apr 2026): 8,08 EUR/kg. 

Consumption (May 2025 to Apr 2026): 7.266 tonnes. 

 

Figure 44. RETAIL PRICE AND VOLUME OF FRESH CARP PURCHASED BY HOUSEHOLDS IN REPORTING COUNTRIES, MAY 

2023 – APR 2026 

Consumption of carp in the reporting countries fluctuates seasonally, peaking strongly in December, due to the traditional 

consumption of the species typically in central and eastern European countries during the Christmas holiday. Prices show a 

fluctuation related to demand and availability.  
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